Hetton  Urban  District  Council. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1952 


L.  A.  M.  JOHNSTON, 

B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Hetton  Urban  District  Council. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1952 


L.  A.  M.  JOHNSTON, 

B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29425931 


Health  Department, 

Hetton  House, 

Hetton-le-Hole. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I herewith  submit  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Hetton 
Urban  Disrict  being  for  the  year  1952. 

The  Vital  Statistics  may  be  considered  satisfactory 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  is  considerably  lower  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  in  fact  is  the  lowest  since  1945. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  by  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded according  to  plan  and  it  was  possible  to  have  a 
number  of  houses  demolished  which  could  not  be  made  fit 
for  human  habitation  at  reasonable  cost. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the 
aged,  all  of  which  is  voluntary,  continued  to  expand  in 
a most  satisfactory  manner  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
1,814  men  and  women  over  60  years  of  age  had  become 
members  of  clubs  throughout  the  area. 

1 gladly  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  fellow  officials  for  the  loyal  support 
and  assistance  so  willingly  given  to  this  department. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  M.  JOHNSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

of  Hetton  Urban  District  Council. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority* 


The  Staff  consists  of : — 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH.  Whole  time  conjoint 
appointment  (see  below).  Degrees  of  B.Sc.,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (St.  Andrews). 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  Whole  time.  Holds 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Certifi- 
cate for  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  Also 
acts  as  Factory  and  Workshops  Inspector  and  Inspector 
under  the  Shops  Act. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  Whole  time.  Holds  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Certificate  for  the 
Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

SURVEYOR  AND  ENGINEER.  Whole  time.  Holds  Testa- 
mur of  the  Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Houghton-le-Spring  and  Washington  Urban  Districts, 
and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  Area  No.  5. 


Other  Health  Services. 

The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


Ambulance 
Home  Nursing 
V accination 
Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria 


Domestic  Helps 

Health  Visitors 
Child  Welfare  and  Maternity 
School  Medical 
Welfare  of  the  blind 


The  County  Council  are  also  responsible  for  the  admin- 
istration of  Part  III  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1948. 

FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTORS.  Are  also  appointed  by 
and  work  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 
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VETERINARY  INSPECTORS.  Are  fully  qualified  men 
appointed  by  and  working  under  the  direction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture — being  responsible  for  carry- 
ing out  routine  examination  of  the  cow  population 
throughout  the  County  in  order  to  maintain  and  raise 
the  standard  of  the  health  of  said  cows. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  in  acres — 4,527  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population — mid  1952  — 18,330. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952)  according  to  Rate  Books — 5,726. 
Rateable  Value — £68,763. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £245. 


Vital  Statistics 


Births  and  Birth  Rate. 

The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the  Regi- 
strar-General for  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during  1952  was 
303  as  compared  with  314  for  1951. 

Sex  and  legitimacy  classification  are  shown  thus  : 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  ( Legitimate  297  162  135  / Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Births  / Illegitimate  6 3 3 ( estimated  population  16.53 

The  Registrar-General  states  the  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  popu- 
lation in  England  and  Wales  (live  births)  was  1|5.3  for  1952. 

Still  Births — -During  1952  there  were  6 still  births  in  the 

district. 

Total  Male  Female 

Still  i Legitimate  6 5 1 ) giving  a Rate  of  19.41  per  1,000 

Births  ( Illegitimate  — — — ) total  (live  and  still  births)  births 

There  is  a still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  of  0.327  in 
the  district  as  compared  with  0.35  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

The  Registrar-General  reports  that  after  correction  for  out- 
ward and  inward  transfers,  213  residents  in  the  Hetton  Urban 
District  died,  being  113  males  and  100  females. 

The  death  rate,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers  and  including  deaths,  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  was 
11.62  the  population  being  estimated  at  18,330. 

In  order  to  compare  the  death  rate  based  on  the  Registrar 
General's  figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability  factor 
of  1.16  giving  a death  rate  for  Hetton  Urban  District  of  13.4  com- 
pared with  11.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Locally  compiled  and  correct  figures  are  as  follows : — 

During  1952  there  were  153  deaths  registered  as  having 
occurred  within  the  district,  being  80  males  and  73  females.  Of 
these  2 males  and  1 female  did  not  normally  reside  in  the  area, 
therefore  78  males  and  72  females  having  their  permanent  resid- 
ence within  the  district  died  therein.  35  males  and  28  females 
whose  permanent  residence  was  within  the  area  died  outside  it. 
The  total  number  of  deaths,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and 
inward  transfers  is  213  being  113  males  and  100  females. 

Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years  (corrected  locally) 

During  1952,  12  children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years. 
Therefore  6.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  was  of  deaths  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  following  table  shows  : — 

1.  (a)  males  (b)  females  (c)  total  births  (d)  rate  per  1,000. 

2.  (a)  males  (b)  females  (c)  total  deaths  (d)  rate  per  1,000. 

3.  Total  increase  of  population. 

BIRTHS  DEATHS 

Rate  per  Rate  per  Total 


Year 

Males 

F emales 

Total 

IOOO 

Males 

Females  Total 

IOOO 

Increase 

1943 

173 

166 

339 

13.62 

115 

97 

212 

12.08 

128 

1944 

213 

202 

415 

23.13 

96 

82 

178 

9.92 

237 

1945 

201 

176 

377 

20.65 

107 

85 

192 

10.52 

185 

1946 

176 

189 

365 

19.24 

101 

93 

1,94 

10.22 

171 

1947 

229 

207 

436 

23.04 

120 

101 

221 

11.68 

215 

1,948 

172 

183 

355 

19.02 

121 

86 

207 

11.09 

148 

1949 

180 

158 

338 

17.95 

116 

97 

213 

11.31 

125 

1950 

158 

173 

331, 

17.71 

137 

111 

248 

13.27 

83 

1951 

147 

167 

314 

17.08 

139 

117 

256 

12.84 

58 

1952 

\ 

1,65 

138 

303 

16.53 

113 

100 

213 

11.62 

90 
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Deaths  in  Institutions. 

Of  the  63  residents  who  died  outside  the  district,  4 died  in 
private  houses  and  1 at  South  Hetton  Colliery. 

Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  8 

General  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  ...  20 

Monkwearmouth  and  Southwick  Hospital  ...  2 

Maternity  Hospital,  Chester  Road,  Sunderland  3 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  3 

Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  1 

Children's  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  3 

General  Hospital,  Ryhope  ...  ...  ...  5 

Leeholme,  Easington  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Isolation  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street  ...  ...  1 

General  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street  ...  ...  4 

418,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  ...  ...  2 

Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle  ...  1 

General  Hospital,  West  Hartlepool  ...  ...  1 

Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  ...  ...  1 

Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital,  Dunston  Hill  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  no  deaths  among  women  from  puerperal  sepsis. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  from  Other 

Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  0.05 

Notifications  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

per  1,000  total  Births  (live  and  still). 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  1,7.87 

Hetton  Urban  District  ...  ...  3.23 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 

10  children  died  during  1952  before  attaining  the  age  of 
one  year,  being  4 legitimate  males,  6 legitimate  females. 

During  1951,  12  children  died  during  this  age  period. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  according  to  the  total  number  of  live  births  and 
legitimacy  for  the  years  1943-52. 


All  Infants 
per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants 
per  iooo  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants 
per  iooo  illegitimate 
live  births 

1943 

62.21 

58.61 

133.33 

1944 

62.65 

60.45 

111.1.1 

1945 

45.09 

41.09 

166.66 

1946 

38.35 

40.34 

— 

1947 

36.69 

35.29 

90.90 

1948 

50.7 

46.65 

166.66 

1949 

35.5 

36.25 

— 

1950 

48.3 

50.16 

— 

1951 

38.22 

39.09 

— 

1952 

33.0 

33.67 

— 

The 

death  rate  of  children  under  one  year 

of  age  per  1,000 

live  births  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  ending  1952  was  27.6. 

For  the  purpose  of  these  and  the  following  statistics  the 
population  of  the  various  wards  has  been  taken  as  follows : 


Easington  Lane  ...  ...  ...  5,499 

Eletton  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,004 

Hetton  Downs  ...  ...  ...  5,737 

Rainton  and  Moorsley  ...  ...  2,090 

18,330 


The  ratio  of  infantile  deaths  per  1,000  population  is:  — 

Easington  Lane  ...  ...  ...  0.54 

Hetton  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.59 

Hetton  Downs  ...  ...  ...  0.52 

Rainton  and  Moorsley  ...  ...  0.47 

Of  the  10  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age,  the  cause 
of  death  was  in  3 cases  due  to  prematurity,  giving  a percentage 
of  30.0  due  to  this  cause.  3 or  30  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
under  one  year  were  due  to  pneumonia. 

Since  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  in 
the  district  was  213,  4.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  these  under  one  year  of  age 
30  per  cent,  were  under  one  week. 
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Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  age. 

Nett  Live  Births — Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

Corrected  as  per  Regis 
trar  General 

Nett  Deaths  ...  ...  4 6 


162 


135 


3 


3 = 


303 
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During  1952  there  were  1,74  deaths  certified  by  registered 
medical  practitioners,  14  by  the  Coroner  after  inquest  (without 
post  mortem),  8 by  the  Coroner  after  post  mortem  without  inquest, 
8 by  the  Coroner  after  post  mortem  and  inquest  and  9 uncertified. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  (at  all  ages  and  corrected)  in  the  various 
wards  is  shown  in  the  following  two  tables,  the  first  showing  the 
number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  each  ward  (and  in  the  dis- 
trict) during  each  of  the  four  quarters,  i.e.  Seasonal  incidence, 
and  the  second  showing  the  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  in  the 
various  wards. 


Table  I.  Seasonal  Incidence. 


Ward  1st  Qtr. 

2nd  Qtr. 

3rd  Qtr. 

4th  Qtr. 

Total 

Easington  Lane  15 

14 

11 

25 

65 

Hetton  ...  20 

19 

12 

10 

61 

Hetton  Downs  . 1,4 

Rainton  and 

12 

14 

19 

59 

Moorsley  ...  5 

9 

7 

7 

28 

Totals  ...  54 

54 

44 

61 

213 

Table  II.  Age  Incidence. 


Ward 

Under  1 
year 

1-2  years 

2-5  years 

5-15  years 

15-25  years 

25-45  years 

45-65  years 

65-75  years 

75  years 
and  over 

Total 

Easing-ton  Lane 

3 

— 

1 

3 

1 

5 

20 

17 

15 

65 

Hetton 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

18 

21 

16 

61 

Hetton  Downs 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

■ 18 

14 

20 

59 

Rainton  & Moorsley 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

11 

5 

8 

28 

Total 

10 

1 

1 

4 

1 

13 

67 

57 

59 

213 

There  was  one  death  from  " infantile  " diarrhoea  (under  2 
years  of  age),  giving  a death  rate  of  3.3  per  1,000  live  births 
compared  with  1.1  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Hetton  Urban  District  during  1952. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Male  Female 


All  Causes 

113 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

5 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

8 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

21 

18. 

Coronary  disease  angina 

17 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis 

7 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

7 

: 33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

5 

1 35. 

Suicide 

5 

< 36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War 

1 

100 

2 


1 


1 


2 

1 

8 

2 
9 •> 


1.3 

1 

15 


9 


4 

9 


3 

3 

1 


9 

Ld 


8 


9 
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Causes  of  Death. 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  7 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1 from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1952  being  equivalent  to  a 
death  rate  per  1,000  population,  of  .38  from  the  pulmonary  form 
and  .054  from  the  non-pulmonary. 


Comparative  Table: 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate  per  iooo 
population  from  Pu'monary 
Tuberculosis 
England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate  per  iooo 
populat  on  from  Pulmonary 
1 uberculosis 

Hcttcn  Urban  District 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate  per  iooo 
population  from  Non- 

Pulmonary  1 uberculosis 

England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate  per  iooo 

population  from  Non- 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Hetton  Urban  District 

1943 

9 

.557 

.51 

4 

.111 

.22 

1944 

9 

.524 

.50 

2 

.103 

.11 

1945 

6 

.519 

.32 

1 

TOO 

.05 

1946 

13 

not  available 

.68 

1 

not  available 

.05 

1947 

11 

.470 

.58 

3 

.079 

.15 

1948 

7 

.440 

.38 

1 

.067 

.05 

1949 

5 

.403 

.27 

0 

.054 

■ .00 

1950 

4' 

.321 

.21 

1 

.043 

.05 

1951 

4 

.275 

.21 

2 

.041 

.11 

1952 

7 

.212 

.38 

1 

.028 

.05 

The  following-  table  shows  the  Birth-rates,  Death-rates, 
Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates,  and  Case-rates 
for  certain  Infectious  Deseases  for  the  year  1952  for  England 
and  Wales,  160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  including 
London,  160  Smaller  Towns.  (Resident  Population  25,000  to 
50,000)  compared  with  Hetton-le-Hole. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year 
1952.  Provisional  Figures  based'  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England  & Wales 

160  County  Boro’s 

and  Great  Towns 

including  London 

160  Smaller  Towns 

(Resd’t  populat’ns 

25,000  to  50,000  at 

1951  Census) 

London  Adminis- 

trative County 

Hetton 

Urban  District 

Rates 

per  1,000  Home  Population 

BIRTHS— 

Live 

15  3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

16.53 

Still  

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0 34 

0.32 

DEATHS— 

All  Causes 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

11.62 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0 00 

0 00 

Diphtheria 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

0.43 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.00 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (in- 
cluding polioencephalitis) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

0.60 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 02 

0 02 

0.03 

0.01 

0 00 

Meningococcal  infection 

0 03 

0 03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.10 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

1.25 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

2.83 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

0.10 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

0.05 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 





Measles 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

4.47 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

3.27 

Acute  poliomylitis  (in- 
cluding polioencephalitis) 
Paralytic 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.00 

Non-paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

0.13 

0.16 

0 11 

0.18 

0.00 

DEATHS— 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  Causes  under  1 yr.  age 

27.6 

25.8 

25.8 

23.8 

33.0 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  J. 
under  2 years  of  age  j 

1.1 

0.5 

0.5 

0.7 

3.3 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Puerperal  Fever  & Pyrexia 

17.87 

| 23  94 

| 10.22 

| 30.77 

0.05 
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(b)  Heart  Disease. 

Heart  Disease  was,  as  in  former  years,  one  of  the  chiet 
causes  of  death  throughout  the  area.  26  persons,  being  10  males 
and  16  females  were  certified  to  have  died  from  heart  disease.  This, 
is  equivalent  to  12.2  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  and  a mortality 
rate  of  1.4  per  1,000  population. 

(c)  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System — Coronary  Disease  and 

Angina. 

This  group  consists  almost  entirely  of  persons  who  are  cer- 
tified as  having  died  from  Cerebral  Thrombosis,  Coronary  Throm- 
bosis and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage;  Coronary  Thrombosis  is  also  a 
disease  of  the  vascular  system. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes  appears  to  be 
steadily  increasing  and  the  two  groups  together  account  for  the 
deaths  of  73  persons,  being  38  males  and  35  females. 

Males  Females  Totals 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  21  ...  22  ...  43 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  17  ...  13  ...  30 

38  ...  35  ...  73 


This  is  equivalent  (taking  the  two  groups  together)  to  34.27 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  and  a Mortality  rate  of  3.98  per 
thousand  population. 

DeatK  Rate  per  1 00  0 Percentage  d otal  Deaths 


V ear 

1 otal  Deaths 
All  Causes 

Deaths  due  to 

VLNS  & CDA 

population 

All  Causes  V LNS  & CDx\ 

due  to 

VLNS  & CDA 

1951 

253 

82 

12.84  4.46 

32.4 

1952 

213 

73 

11.62  3.98 

34.2 

(NOTE. — VLNS  : Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System,  and 
CDA : Coronary  Disease,  Angina). 

(d)  Cancer 

29  deaths — being  17  males  and  12  females,  were  due  to 
cancer.  This  is  equivalent  to  13.61  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths, 
or  a mortality  rate  of  1.58  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
1.99  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  due  to- 
cancer  in  the  Hetton  Urban  District  and  the  mortality  rate  from 
this  disease  in  the  years  1943-1952. 
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Number  of  Deaths  Mortality  Rate 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

per  1000  pop 

1943 

11 

19 

30 

1.70 

1944 

12 

10 

22 

1.22 

1945 

15 

18 

33 

1.80 

1946 

13 

9 

22 

1.15 

1947 

17 

11 

28 

1.47 

1948 

15 

19 

34 

1.82 

1949 

26 

13 

39 

2.07 

1950 

17 

10 

27 

1.44 

1951 

13 

14 

27 

1.41 

1952 

17 

12 

29 

1.58 

Fear  of  operation  and  even  a horror  of  diagnosis  of  cancer 
prevents  a number  of  people  from  seeking  medical  advice  early  in 
the  disease.  Yet  the  efficacy  of  treatment,  if  given  early,  is 
steadily  increasing.  If  all  with  any  abnormality  of  health  or  un- 
explained swellings,  particularly  after  the  age  of  45,  would  seek 
advice  early  many  lives  could  be  saved  and  much  suffering  avoided. 

Treatment  by  radium  is  available  at  Sunderland  Royal  In- 
firmary whilst  the  larger  clinic  for  the  North  of  England  is  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

Locally  compiled  figures  which  are  arrived  at  without  having 
all  the  information  which  the  Registrar  possesses  are  27  deaths 
being  15  males  and  12  females 

The  following  shows  the  sites  of  lesion,  sex  and  age  distribu- 
tion of  those  who  have  died  during  h952  from  cancer  as  compiled 
from  local  returns. 


Site. 

Lung 

Colon 

Uterus 

Spine 

Stomach 

Rectum 

Ovary 

Throat 

Liver 

Mouth 

Pancreas 

Breast 

Larynx 


Males — Ages. 
56,  59,  53. 


55. 

60,  75,  62,  71, 
72,  67,  47,  69. 
78. 

75. 

52. 


Females — Ages 

61,  77. 

72. 


56. 

69. 

40,  60. 


41. 

84. 

61,  62. 
55. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  National  Coal  Board  continued  to  maintain  their  own 
ambulances  to  deal  with  accidents  in  the  mines. 

Other  cases  of  accident  or  illness  have  been  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  County  and  the  headquarters  for  this  ambulance 
region  of  the  County — covering  Hetton-le-Hole,  Houghton-le- 
Spring,  West  Rainton  and  the  part  of  Sunderland  Rural  District 
south  of  the  Wear — were  placed  at  the  Ambulance  Station  at  Her- 
rington Burn.  Despite  minor  initial  difficulties  the  Service  has 
worked  smoothly.  One  of  the  major  difficulties  was  the  gross 
deterioration  of  many  of  the  vehicles  which  the  County  took  over 
and  which  from  the  beginning  were  unroadworthy  and  entirely 
incapable  of  being  made  so  at  anything  like  a reasonable  cost, 
thus  reducing  the  number  available  throughout  the  County  con- 
siderably below  that  originally  anticipated  and  throwing  more  work 
on  those  which  could  be  used.  A number  of  new  vehicles  have 
been  added  to  the  fleet  and  whilst  the  number  of  patients  carried 
and  the  mileage  covered  has  increased  considerably  every  month, 
the  increase  has  largely  been  on  the  number  of  sitting  cases,  quite 
a number  of  whom  could,  and  previously  did,  travel  by  ordinary 
conveyance,  and  there  are  occasional  gross  abuses  of  the  Service 
which  are  difficult  to  prevent. 

Vaccination. 

Since  July,  1948,  Vaccination  has  no  longer  been  compul- 
sory and  doubtless  this  has  led  to  a much  smaller  number  of 
children  being  vaccinated. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  and 
figures  are  available  for  the  year  1952. 

VACCINATION.  REVACCINATION. 


Quarter 

Under  1 
year 

1 year 

i 

eq 

rH 

1 

m 

15  years 
andJ  over 

Total 

Under  1 
year 

1 year 

Tff 

1 

oq 

5-14 

15  years 
and!  over 

Total 

1st 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2nd 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3rd 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

4th 

A 

2 

2 

— 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

12 

2 

2 

1 

4 

21 

. 







6 

6 
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The  numbers  as  shown  amount  to  a very  small  proportion  of 
the  annual  births  in  the  district,  and  one  cannot  but  view  with 
great  anxiety  the  position  which  would  arise  should  an  epidemic  of 
smallpox  occur,  a possibility  which  cannot  be  overlooked  in  view- 
of  the  rapidity  and  frequency  of  use  of  air  travel  from  the  East. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 
Figures  are  available  to  show  the  number  of  children  whose 
immunisation  was  reported  during  1952  by  the  doctors  performing 
the  treatment. 

PRIMARY  INJECTIONS  RE-INFORCING  INJECTIONS 


Quarter 

Under  1 
year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

cn 

1 

tO 

Tjt 

i-H 

[ 

o 

Total 

Under  1 

year 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

C5 

[ 

tO 

l 

o 

r—i 

Total 

1st 

27 

10 

1 

— 

3 

6 

— 

47 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

2nd 

29 

11 

1 

— 

1; 

2 

— 

44 

4 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

3rd 

15 

8 

2 

2 

— 

3 

— 

30 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

4th 

18 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Totals 

89 

38 

7 

2 

4 

11 

— 

151 

20 

30 

2 





— 
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It  cannot  be  sufficiently  emphasised  that  to  be  efficient  in 
preventing  Diphtheria  becoming  epidemic  at  least  75%  of  the 
child  population  under  15  years  of  age  should  be  immunised. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  general  propaganda  throughout  the 
country"  during  and  since  the  last  war  has  resulted  in  a much 
higher  proportion  of  the  children  being  treated  and  this  has  been 
followed  by  an  immense  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  per  year  and  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  deaths 
therefrom. 

Experience  has  shown  the  vital  importance  of  re-inforcing 
immunisation  (sometimes  called  “ booster  " doses).  If  a child  is 
treated  between  the  age  of  6-12  months,  as  all  children  should  be, 
then  it  is  most  desirable  that  it  should  have  a booster  when  it 
starts  school  and  with  advantage  a second  booster  about  5 years 
later.  It  will  indeed  be  tragic  if  parents  are  lulled  into  a sense 
of  security  because  the  incidence  and  seriousness  of  this  disease  has 
diminished  during  the  past  ten  years  and  therefore  neglect  to 
have  their  children  treated. 

At  present  approximately  28.1%  of  children  under  5 years 
of  age  and  46.7%  of  children  between  5 and  15  years  have  been 
immunised.  I understand  that  the  Local  Elealth  Authority  (County 
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Council)  send  birthday  card  reminders  to  children  when  they  at- 
tain the  age  of  1 year  but  I feel  that  there  is  room  for  much 
vigorous  propaganda,  particularly  as  the  proportion  of  immunised 
children  is  so  much  lower  than  the  desired  minimum. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  is  now  available  to  all  who  are  in  need  and  the 
Nurses  who  served  this  area  so  loyally  in  the  employment  of 
the  District  Nursing-  Association  have  continued  in  their 
work. 

Maternity  and  Midwifery. 

The  Nurses  formerly  employed  by  the  County  Council  for 
this  work  are  continuing  with  same,  although  perhaps  more  fre- 
quently as  Maternity  nurses  than  Midwives  than  formerly,  since 
these  services  and  that  of  the  medical  practitioners  is  now  free. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  that  there 
should  be  local  panels  of  medical  practitioners  with  special 
experience  in  midwifery  who  should  do  this  work. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

As  formerly  these  continue  to  be  administered  by  the 
County  Council,  the  centre  remaining  at  Hetton. 

School  Medical  Clinics. 

These  are  as  formerly  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council,  the  children  from  Hetton  Urban  District  attending  the 
clinic  in  Houghton-le-Spring. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

These  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 

Board. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics. 

These  are  now  under  the  control  of  the-  Regional  Hospital 

Board. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Women  who  are  suitable  and  willing  are  employed  by 
the  County  Council  as  Home  Helps  who  are  sent  out  to  give 
domestic  assistance  when  a request  for  same  is  made  and 
proved  to  be  necessary  in  the  event  of  ilness  of  the  housewife 
or  frailty  of  the  aged.  Charge  for  this  assistance  is  based 
on  income  and,  if  necessary,  may  be  free.  Requests  for 
such  assistance  may  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
either  direct  or  through  the  local  Health  Department. 

This  service  has  undoubtedly  proved  to  be  a great  boon  to 


many. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases 


♦o»- 


During  the  year  1952,  some  237  cases  of  infectious  diseases, 
including  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified  as  occurring  in. 
the  district.  This  shows  a decrease  on  the  figure  for  1951 — which 
was  487.  There  were  82  cases  of  measles  and  52  of  whooping 
cough,  as  compared  with  315  measles  and  79  whooping  cough  in 
1951. 

! Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  23  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  district  com- 
pared with  11  in  1951,.  Of  these  9 were  isolated  in  hospital. 

The  case  incidence  for  the  district  is  1.25  per  1,000  popu- 
lation, and  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  1.53. 

One  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified. 

1 Diphtheria. 

There  were  2 cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  during 
1952  as  compared  with  3 cases  in  1951.  All  cases  were  removed 
to  hospital.  Anti-toxin  is  available  during  offce  hours  at  the 
Public  Health  Department,  Hetton  House,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

The  case  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  was  0.10 
compared  with  0.01  for  England  and  Wales. 

Neither  of  these  had  been  previously  immunised. 

I Influenza. 

There  was  a slight  epidemic  of  influenza  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  fortunately  on  the  whole  of  a mild  character;  no 
deaths  were  certified  as  being  due  to  this  cause. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  continued  to  be  epidemic 
throughout  the  district  in  1952.  In  1952  there  were  82  cases  of 
measles  and  52  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  as  against  315 
measles  and  79  whooping  cough  m 1951. 

During  the  year  no  deaths  were  ascribed  to  whooping  cough 
or  measles. 

For  reasons  previously  explained  no  action  was  taken  in 
the  district  for  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  prevention  or 
attenuation  of  the  disease. 
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There  is  definite  evidence  of  the  much  larger  number  of 
cases  in  the  last  3 and  the  first  3 months  of  any  year  and  of  the 
tendency  to  epidemics  occurring  in  two  yearly  cycles. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  encountered  in  the  control  of  the 
spread  of  measles  owing  to  its  great  infectivity  during  the  few  days 
preceding  the  rash  when  the  parents  of  the  children  think  the 
patient  is  only  suffering  from  a common  cold  and  infection  has 
been  spread  before  the  diagnosis  is  made. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  when  a child  is  suffering  from 
measles  it  should  be  isolated  so  far  as  practicable  from  other 
children  since  complications  may  occur  in  this  disease  which  are 
of  grave  import.  Also  parents  who  know  that  their  children,  who 
have  not  previously  suffered  from  measles,  have  been  in  contact 
with  a case  should  watch  them  very  carefully  especially  during  the 
third  week  after  contact  and  isolate  them  if  they  should  show 
symptoms,  bleary  eyes,  “ running  ” nose  and  cough,  until  it  is 
certain  after  about  four  days  time  by  the  absence  of  a rash  that 
the  case  is  not  one  of  measles. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  brothers  or  sisters  who  have  not 
previously  had  measles  should  be  kept  from  school  especially 
during  the  third  week  after  exposure  if  a case  of  measles  occurs 
in  their  home. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  hospital  treatment  in  complicated 
cases  of  measles  or  whooping  cough  is  often  of  the  greatest 
value.  When  accommodation  is  available  in  the  Isolation  Hospital 
these  cases  can  be  admitted. 

Pneumonia  and  Erysipelas. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  showed  an  in- 
crease, there  being  60  cases  notified  during  1952  as  against  45  in 
1951.  1 case  of  erysipelas  was  notified  in  1952  as  against  1 in 
1951.  The  case  rate  for  pneumonia  and  erysipelas  and  the  distri- 
bution thereof  is  shown  in  the  tables  hereafter. 

There  were  11  deaths  directly  due  to  pneumonia  and  some 
in  which  it  was  a contributory  cause. 

i nfantlle  Paralysis. 

During  the  year  1952,  no  case  of  infantile  paralysis  was 
notified  in  the  area. 
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School  Notification  of  Disease. 

No  fresh  cases  of  any  notifiable  disease  were  notified  from 
the  schools. 

Notifiable  Disease  during  the  year  1952. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis, 
as  notified  in  the  district  during  the  period  under  consideration, 
the  number  of  cases  which  received  treatment  in  hospital,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  from  such  infectious  diseases  is  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1952. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

10 

• • • 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

60 

... 

11 

Erysipelas 

1 

... 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

• • • 

x\cute  Poliomvelitis 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

... 

Meningococcal  infection 

2 

2 

1 

Dysentry 

Measles 

82 

Whooping  Cough 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

52 

. . . 

... 

Totals 

224 

16 

13 

The  following  table  shows  the  following  important  facts, 
viz.:  the  age  incidence  of  the  cases  of  each  of  the  various  diseases 
including  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  the  sex  and  age  incidence  of 
cases  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  the 
incidence  of  each  disease  in  every  Ward. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1952 — Showing  Age  Incidence  and  Distribution. 
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Case  Rates  for  infectious  Diseases — Notifications  per  1,000  Population. 

Figures  for  England  and  Wales,  160  Smaller  Towns  are  Provisional 
f igures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns.  Those  for  Hetton 

Urban  District  are  corrected. 


Disease 

England 

and 

Wales 

160  Smaller 

Towns  Resid- 
entPop’lations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 

1951  Census 

Hetton 

Urban 

District 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.53: 

1.58 

1.25 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.03 

0.10 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.12 

0.05 

Pneumonia 

0.72 

0.62 

3.27 

Measles 

8.80 

8.49 

4,47 

Meningococcal 

Infection  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.10 

Whooping  Cough 

2.61 

2.57 

2.83 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Schemes  for  the  above  are  entirely  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  during  1952  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 
(relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed 
in  the  milk  trade),  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
(relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffer- 
ing from  tuberculosis). 

N« w Cases  of  Mortality  during  1952. 

10  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  being  7 males  and  3 
females  were  notified  or  came  to  notice  during  the  year;  also  3 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  being  1 male  and  2 females. 
In  1954  there  were  25  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  being  15 
males  and  10  females,  and  3 cases  of  non-pulmonary  forms  being 
3 males. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  cases  of  tuberculosis  noted  in  1952  according 
to  sex  and  wards. 


Ward 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Hetton 

1 

1 

2 

Hetton  Downs 

.... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Eas.  Lane 

4 

1 

- . 4 . 

.... 

5 

Moorsley  & 

Rainton 

-s 

/ 

1 

3 

Totals 

7 

3 

1 

2 

13 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  age-periods  for  males 
and  females,  at  which  the  new  cases  were  notified  and  when  death 
occurred,  as  compiled  from  local  statistics. 


Age  Period 

New 

C ases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Under 

1 year 

M 

| F 

M 

F 

M 

_ 

F 

M 

F 

1—2 

5 5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2—3 

5 5 * * * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—4 

' ) * 4 * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 — 5 

> 5 ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

5 5 ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10—15 

5 5 * * * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

15—25 

5 5 • • « 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

5 5 * * * 

1 

■L 

— 

1 

O 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35—45 

5 5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45—65 

5 5 * * * 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

65  and 

over 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

3 

1 

i 

2 

5 

2 

1 

— 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  notifications 
of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  according  to  sex 

for  the  years  1943-52  inclusive. 


Pulmonary  Non-Fulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Tuberculosis  Total 


Year 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

All  Forms 

1943 

...  12  ... 

9 ... 

21  ... 

5 ... 

8 

13  .. 

34 

1944 

6 ... 

9 ... 

15  ... 

4 ... 

6 ... 

10  .. 

25 

1945 

9 ... 

4 ... 

13  ... 

3 ... 

2 ... 

5 •• 

18 

1946 

...  12  ... 

14  ... 

26  ... 

4 ... 

3 ... 

7 .. 

33 

1947 

9 ... 

10  ... 

19  ... 

2 ... 

5 ••• 

7 •• 

26 

1948 

7 ... 

9 ... 

16  ... 

2 ... 

1 ... 

3 .. 

19 

1949 

...  10  ... 

7 

17  ... 

1 ... 

1 ... 

2 

19 

1950 

5 ... 

15  ... 

20  ... 

1 ... 

3 ... 

4 .. 

24 

1951 

...  15  ... 

10  ... 

25  ... 

3 ... 

— 

3 •• 

28 

1952 

f-r 

...  4 ... 

3 ... 

10  ... 

1 ... 

2 ... 

3 .. 

13 

Occupation. 

Amongst  the  non-pulmonary  cases  1 was  a housewife,  1 
labourer,  and  1 a nursing  orderly. 


Of  those  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 was  a 
housewife,  1 miner,  1 bricklayer,  1 of  school  age,  and  6 occupation 
unknown. 

Sites  of  Lesions  in  Non-Pulmonary  Cases. 

1 neck  gland,  1 uterus  and  appendages,  and  1 kidney. 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

This  seems  to  have  been  greatly  improved  within  the  past 
few  years.  Practitioners  realise  it  is  a duty  and  the  patients  or 
friends  have  learnt  that  notification  is  actually  to  help  them  since 
the  sooner  the  County  authorities  know,  the  sooner  they  can  help 
in  treatment. 

Examination  of  Sputa. 

Sputa  specimens  are  examined  in  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle,  the  County  Council  paying  the  charge 
therefor. 
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Housing  and  Tuberculosis. 

There  is  still  evidence  that  a number  of  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis are  housed  in  poor  conditions  and  that  only  too  fre- 
quently sufferers  from  the  pulmonary  type  are  not  occupying 
their  own  bedroom  or  even  bed.  It  is  important  for  the  sake 
of  all  the  other  inmates  of  the  house  as  well  as  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  patient’s  condition  that  every  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  provide  the  patient  with  his  or  her  own 
bed — unshared  by  any — better  still,  a room  solely  for  the  use 
of  the  patient.  I am  glad  to  know  that  the  Hetton  Urban 
District  Council  has  been  sympathetic  in  consideration  of  such 
families  who  are  applicants  for  Council  houses,  but  even  then 
much  remains  to  be  done  by  these  families  to  use  the  accom- 
modation to  the  best  advantage. 

In  many  areas  of  the  country  a marked  increase  has 
been  noticed  in  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  children  comparing 
the  years  1938  and  1952,  but  the  reverse  is  the  position  here. 
There  has  been  an  explanation  of  the  increase  given  in 
various  instances,  ascribing  it  to  "overcrowding  and  bad 
housing  conditions. 

In  Hetton  the  number  of  new  notifications  of  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the  district.  Of  the  new 
cases  notified  only  two  were  under  20  years  of  age. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply 


The  Urban  District  was  supplied  during  1952  with  water 
from  four  sources,  the  Council’s  water  undertaking,  which  normally 
serves  the  whole  of  the  Hetton,  Hetton  Downs,  and  Easington 
Lane  Wards,  being  the  main  source  of  supply.  The  water  is 
derived  from  Eppleton  Colliery,  the  main  storage  reservoir  being 
situated  there,  there  being  a subsidiary  reservoir  at  Easington 
Lane  which  has,  in  addition,  a water  tower  necessary  to  supply 
certain  high  lying  parts  of  this  ward.  Water  distributed  by  this 
section  of  the  supply  amounted  to  117,143,000  gallons  during  the 
year,  but  in  addition,  to  maintain  an  adequate  supply  to  all  con- 
sumers, it  was  necessary  to  take  a supplementary  supply  from  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company,  this  amounting  to 
27,584,000  gallons,  or  2,416,000  gallons  less  than  the  amount  taken 
during  1951.  There  was  however  an  increase  in  the  consumption 
on  the  Council’s  part  of  the  undertaking  amounting  to  2,143,000 
gallons,  and  the  rate  of  consumption  was  almost  identical  with 
that  of  the  previous  years,  viz.  24  gallons  per  head  per  day,  this 
despite  the  fact  that  there  is  an  ever  increasing  number  of  houses 
being  erected  equipped  with  modern  conveniences  and  bathrooms, 
and  the  majority  of  the  older  houses  are  now  served  by  water- 
closets,  both  factors  which  might  reasonably  be  expected  to 
increase  water  consumption.  Throughout  the  area  the  supply  is 
in  all  cases  direct  from  the  main  to  the  house.  Samples  of  the 
Council’s  supply  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
intervals  of  no  longer  than  one  month,  and  the  results  were 
generally  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  two  occasions  when  the 
B.coli  count  on  samples  was  rather  high,  this  occurred  in  Septem- 
ber and  November,  and  the  rate  of  chlorination  was  stepped  up, 
conditions  quickly  reverting  to  normal.  Chloramine  treatment  was 
carried  out  throughout  the  year,  the  plant  being  maintained  in 
sound  working  order.  Samples  were  also  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  every  two  months,  and  showed  the  water  to  be  pure 
organically  with  a pH  value  of  7.1 — 7.5,  a total  hardness  ranging 
from  59/67°,  and  a permanent  hardness  from  35/43°. 

The  laying  of  new  mains  on  the  Gargles  Estate  was  con- 
tinued during  the  year,  and  the  undertaking  was  generally  main- 
tained in  an  efficient  condition. 

The  Rainton  Area  is  supplied  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  from  their  mains,  this  water  is  soft,  and  generally  satisfac- 
tory, and  it  also  is  chlorinated.  Samples  of  this  water  are  taken 
by  the  Health  Department  at  fortnightly  intervals,  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  samples  for  chemical  analysis 
are  taken  at  three  monthly  intervals.  Seasonal  variations  in 
purity  were  observed  from  time  to  time,  and  were  dealt  with  by 
flushing  the  mains  affected;  there  is  at  times  a tendency  for  the 
higher  parts  of  the  Council’s  housing  estate  at  East  Rainton  to 
suffer  from  water  shortage  owing  to  poor  pressure.  This  water 
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has  a pH  value  of  6.1- — 6.8,  a total  hardness  of  3.2 — 9°,  and  a 
permanent  hardness  of  1.2 — 4°;  it  was  adequately  filtered  and 
faintly  coloured  due  to  peat  colouring  matter  in  solution. 

The  Moorsley  District,  which  now  includes  a good  number 
of  Council  houses,  is  supplied  by  the  National  Coal  Board  with 
spring  water  which  is  collected  from  surface  feeders  in  a reservoir 
situated  at  Low  Moorsley,  and  is  thence  pumped  to  a small  reser- 
voir at  High  Moorsley  to  obtain  head.  The  system  is  simple,  the 
single  pipe  acting  as  a rising  main  when  the  pump  is  working, 
which  is  only  for  a comparatively  short  period  each  day;  at  other 
times  the  system  is  dependent  upon  gravity,  but  owing  to  the 
altitude  of  the  storage  reservoir,  a good  pressure  is  available 
throughout  the  day.  A simple  but  effective  method  of  chlorina- 
tion is  used,  and  is  in  operation  at  all  times.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  water  is  collected  from  springs  at  surface  level,  it  is  likely 
to  be  susceptible  to  contamination  and  is  for  this  reason  kept 
under  constant  observation,  samples  being  taken  by  the  Health 
Department  staff  at  fortnightly  intervals,  and  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination;  in  addition  the  National  Coal  Board’s 
Scientific  Department  take  samples  frequently,  and  therefore  any 
variation  in  purity  is  immediately  noticed  and  rectified.  During 
the  year  under  review  however,  this  supply  proved  to  be  con- 
sistently pure  and  wholesome,  the  mains  and  reservoirs  were  well 
maintained,  and  some  improvements  were  carried  out.  Samples 
were  also  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  at  three  monthly  inter- 
vals, the  pH  value  of  the  water  was  6.8 — 7.1,  with  a permanent 
hardness  of  12 — 20.4°,  and  a temporary  hardness  of  16 — 17.5°. 

Certain  outlying  farms  are  served  by  independent  supplies 
maintained  by  the  National  Coal  Board,  and  samples  are  also 
taken  from  these  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
the  results  being  generally  satisfactory.  Examinations  of  samples 
for  bacteria  are  made  free  of  charge  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory, Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  making  it  possible  to  take  samples 
from  supplies  throughout  the  area  at  frequent  intervals,  66  samples 
being  submitted  during  1952,  two  of  these  being  sub-standard. 
Samples  from  the  main  supplies  are  taken  at  least  four  times  per 
year,  and  submitted  to  the  Council’s  analyst,  W.  G.  Carey,  Esq., 
for  chemical  analysis.  The  figures  quoted  above  do  not  include 
samples  taken  from  the  Council’s  own  undertaking,  or  by  the 
National  Coal  Board’s  Scientific  Department  from  portions  of  the 
supply  for  which  the  Board  is  responsible. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Housing  Developments  in  the  Easington  Lane  Ward  made  it 
necessary  to  lay  soil  and  surface  water  sewers  to  serve  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Gargles  Farm  Estate  (217  houses),  and  the  second 
phase  of  the  Brickgarth  re-development  (39  houses)..  The  sewers 
throughout  the  district,  with  one  exception,  drain  to  the  Glebe 
Sewage  Works  at  Rainton  Bridge.  The  works,  which  were  installed 
in  1937,  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year, 
and  the  routine  half-yearly  treatment  of  works  and  sewers  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  was  carried  out. 
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During  1952  it  was  necessary  to  serve  42  informal  notices 
with  respects  to  defects  in  house  drains,  and  these  were  attended 
to  more  or  less  promptly,  it  only  being  necessary  in  one  case  to 
follow  up  an  informal  notice  with  a statutory  notice. 

Closet  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  1952  sanitary  conveniences  of  the  various 
types  in  use  in  the  area  were  as  follows:— 


Water  closets  5,580 

Ash-closets  303 

Ash-pit  privies  17 


The  final  instalment  of  the  last  privy  conversion  scheme 
was  completed  towards  the  end  of  1951,  and  no  scheme  was  in 
operation  during  the  year,  although  the  Council  decided  to  make 
further  progress  with  a small  scheme  to  clear  up  outstanding  ash- 
closets,  and  work  in  connection  with  this  was  put  in  hand  before 
the  end  of  the  year  with  a view  to  making  an  early  start  in  1953. 
When  this  scheme  is  carried  out  the  only  ash -closets  remaining  in 
the  area  will  be  those  serving  property  which  is  already  subject  to 
Demolition  Orders,  or  which  are  likely  to  be  dealt  with  in  this 
manner  in  the  near  future,  thus  making  the  conversion  of  the  privy 
uneconomic.  Private  owners,  however,  carried  out  conversions 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Department,  it  being  cus- 
tomary in  such  cases  for  the  Council  to  make  a grant  towards  the 
cost  of  the  work,  this  being  an  amount  equivalent  to  one  half  of 
the  cost  of  similar  conversions  carried  out  by  the  Council.  13  privy 
conversions  were  carried  out  in  this  manner  and  in  conjunction 
with  improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  attached  to  busi- 
ness premises  and  the  erection  of  new  houses  129  additional  water 
closets  were  provided,  but  in  connection  with  the  clearance  of 
houses  under  the  Housing  Act  55  ash-closets  and  15  water  closets 
were  demolished. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  work  of  refuse  and  salvage  collection  and  disposal  is 
carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Under  normal  circumstances  five  lorries  and  fifteen 
men  are  employed  on  the  work,  an  additional  lorry  being  available 
for  use  should  necessity  arise.  The  vehicles  are  in  good  mechanical 
condition  and  breakdowns  are  infrequent.  The  Council’s  own 
staff  is  implemented  by  the  hire  of  a horse  and  cart,  this  being 
engaged  for  an  average  period  of  21  hours  per  week,  in  clearing 
isolated  or  inaccessible  privies  which  it  would  not  be  economical 
to  cleanse  with  a motor  vehicle. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  and  although  lack  of 
soil  for  covering  makes  control  difficult,  this  method  causes  very 
little  nuisance,  although  complaints  arose  with  regard  to  one  tip, 
namely,  The  Brickies  at  Lyons  Colliery,  which  was  a disused 
quarry  which  had  become  water-logged  and  a source  of  danger, 
and  was,  therefore,  offered  by  the  National  Coal  Board  as  a free 
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tip.  The  filling  of  this  was  a matter  of  urgency,  and  therefore 
the  majority  of  refuse  tipped  was  concentrated  here.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  filling  was  nearing  completion,  and  as  the  tip  was 
adjacent  to  the  highway,  loose  paper  presented  a serious  problem, 
as  any  wind  at  all  distributed  this  over  adjoining  fields.  The 
other  tips  in  use  are  situated  at  Bull  Wells,  Hazard  Colliery  and 
The  Gill.  The  Bull  Wells  tip  has  absorbed  a considerable  quantity 
of  refuse  and  some  seven  acres  were  ready  for  reclamation  but  it 
was  difficult  to  get  a farmer  to  take  over  the  land  for  cultivation. 
A smallholder,  however,  took  the  land  over  and  successfully 
cropped  it,  and  it  is  his  intention  to  cultivate  further  land  as  tip- 
ping proceeds.  There  is  still  a good  amount  of  tipping  space  here 
and  at  the  Hazard  Colliery  tip,  and  there  is  an  occasional  demand 
for  refuse  to  make  good  damage  caused  by  colliery  subsidence,  but 
it  is  becoming  more  and  more  necessary  to  conserve  tipping  space  as 
sites  requiring  levelling  are  becoming  less,  and  wide-spread  building 
has  made  sites  sufficiently  remote  from  dwelling  houses  few  and 
far  between.  It  is  very  desirable,  however,  both  on  the  grounds 
of  economy  and  efficiency  to  proceed  methodically  towards  the 
completion  of  existing  tips  rather  than  to  open  out  a number  of 
small  tips  scattered  over  the  district. 

The  work  of  the  staff  has  steadily  increased  with  the  number 
of  new  houses  which  have  been  erected,  particularly  as  houses 
subject  to  clearance  orders  have  not  been  demolished  at  the  same 
rate,  although  during  the  year  great  progress  was  made  with 
clearance  of  sites.  Furthermore,  the  layout  of  the  post  war  housing 
sites  considerably  increase  the  distance  bins  have  to  be  carried, 
and  although  the  lorries  have  been  equipped  with  the  wheel  bin 
carriers,  these  do  not  always  function  satisfactorily  owing  to  the 
number  of  steps  to  be  negotiated.  It  is  generally  found  necessary, 
owing  to  the  weight  of  the  refuse,  for  two  men  to  be  employed 
in  carrying  out  and  lifting  bins,  as  despite  the  diminished  number 
of  solid  fuel  cooking  appliances  in  use  and  the  increasing  number 
of  modern  fireplaces  installed,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  quantity 
of  ash  being  put  out  has  decreased,  and  particularly  during  the 
winter  months  two  visits  per  week  are  necessary,  although  a 
24in.  x 18in.  bin  is  standardised  throughout  the  district.  It  has, 
therefore,  been  found  necessary  during  the  winter  months  to  em- 
ploy two  temporary  additional  fillers.  During  the  summer  months 
the  scavenging  staff,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Council’s 
workmen,  operated  a five  day  week,  and  this  system  has  worked 
satisfactorily  and  given  rise  to  no  complaints,  although  it  is 
generally  considered  difficult  so  far  as  scavenging  work  is  con- 
cerned to  operate  on  a five  day  basis  owing  to  an  accumulation  of 
refuse  building  up  at  the  weekend. 

The  salvage  scheme  which  had  operated  throughout  the  war 
years  was  making  good  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  under 
review.  The  workmen  were  paid  a bonus  to  encourage  collections 
and  actually  the  only  additional  labour  employed  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  the  scheme  was  one  man  employed  part-time 
and  a youth  employed  full-time.  They  assisted  with  collections 
and  also  dealt  with  the  baling  and  packing  of  all  paper  collected. 
Unfortunately  by  April  of  the  year  the  demand  for  paper  in  the 
mills  ceased  completely,  and  I ascribed  this  to  the  intensive  pub- 
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licity  campaign  cairied  out  throughout  the  country  to  stimulate 
paper  collection  which  resulted  in  a glut  of  waste  at  the  mills, 
it  was  annoying  to  find  that  long  after  we  found  we  were  unable 
to  dispose  of  our  stocks  letters  were  still  being  received  inciting  us 
to  further  efforts  in  collection,  unfortunately  when  approached  for 
advice  and  direction  as  to  an  outlet  for  our  accumulated  stocks  the 
organisation  responsible  for  the  publicity  was  quite  unable  to  help 
us,  in  effect,  after  April,  it  was  not  possible  to  dispose  of  any 
salvage  paper,  and  it  was  not  until  November  that  a small  quan- 
tity was  got  rid  of  at  the  negligible  price  of  £2  10s.  Od.  per  ton 
compared  with  an  average  price  of  something  like  £17  per  ton 
which  was  obtainable  during  the  boom  period.  The  collection  of 
paper  was  not,  therefore,  an  economical  proposition  and  we  had 
a storage  difficulty  with  regard  to  some  20  tons  which  was  having 
to  be  held  in  stock.  Furthermore  the  loss  of  anticipated  income 
seriously  affected  the  estimates  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the 
near  future  cutting  of  the  services  will  have  to  be  considered  to 
reduce  costs  to  a reasonable  level.  Costs  have  steadily  risen  in 
the  past  few  years  owing  to  increased  wages,  the  steep  rise  in  the 
cost  of  motor  fuel,  increased  holidays  making  it  necessary  to 
employ  substitutes  for  double  the  period  required  in  previous  years, 
and  the  employment  of  substitute  men  to  replace  men  on  sick 
leave.  It  may  be  said  that  so  far  as  the  scavenging  staff  is  con- 
cerned the  sick  pay  scheme  is  not  abused,  but  when  operating  with 
gang  labour  the  absence  of  any  member  makes  it  necessary  for  an 
immediate  replacement  to  be  obtained  with  a consequent  increase 
in  the  wages  bill. 

The  number  of  premises  which  were  dealt  with  by  the 
department  at  the  end  of  1952  was  5,590  and  the  approximate 
average  cost  per  house  per  annum  was  £1.33.  Very  little  income 
could  be  credited  from  salvage,  up  to  the  time  of  the  cessation 
of  the  scheme  37  tons  3 cwts.  1 qr.  of  paper  had  been  collected 
and  sold  bringing  in  an  income  of  £525  16s.  Od.  as  compared  with 
an  income  of  £1,129  5s.  6^d.  for  the  previous  year.  It  will  be 
seen  from  these  figures  that  had  a market  been  available  the  income 
for  1952  would  have  represented  an  appreciable  increase  on  the 
previous  year  as  the  sum  derived  represented  only  the  result  of 
about  three  months’  work.  A small  income  was  also  derived 
from  shop  keepers  who  were  paying  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse,  this  has  steadily  increased  as  whilst  the  material  was  of 
value  for  salvage,  empty  containers  and  the  like  were  collected  as 
a matter  of  routine,  and  when  these  collections  ceased  shopkeepers 
Tad  to  bo  told  that  a charge  would  be  made  for  collection  or  they 
could  dispose  of  their  trade  refuse  themselves,  and  many  did, 
principally  by  burning. 

The  scheme  for  the  renewal  of  ashbins  which  has  been  in 
force  since  1936  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year  and  the 
demand  was  still  good,  as  despite  the  steadily  increasing  cost  of 
bins  it  was  still  possible  to  provide  a bin  at  considerably  below 
retail  price  in  the  shops,  and  furthermore,  the  scheme  ensured  that 
a standard  refuse  receptacle  was  in  use  throughout  the  district, 
the  price  of  bins  during  the  year  being  18/-,  and  this  allowed  a 
small  margin  of  profit  to  cover  handling  and  administration  costs. 
Ashbins  renewed  during  the  year  numbered  62. 
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Housing 

The  Council’s  policy  of  building  entirely  by  direct  labour 
was  continued  during  the  year  under  review  and  highly  satisfactory 
progress  was  made,  123  houses  being  completed  and  occupied 
during  1952  and  an  additional  number  were  in  an  advanced  state 
of  construction.  Progress  was  made  with  type  plans  and  layouts 
so  that  building  programmes  might  make  continuous  and  uninter- 
rupted progress  during  1953.  Despite  high  costs  the  relaxation  in 
licensing  restrictions  provided  some  incentive  to  private  individuals 
desiring  to  build  houses  for  their  own  occupation,  two  were 
erected  and  occupied  during  the  year  and  a number  of  others 
were  in  hand.  The  Council  gave  every  encouragement  to  the 
prospective  owner-occupier,  licences  are  forthcoming  without  diffi- 
culty and  as  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  has  been 
adopted  it  is  possible  for  prospective  house  owners  to  obtain 
financial  assistance  at  terms  slightly  more  favourable  than  those 
provided  by  the  Building  Societies,  and  a number  of  advances 
were  made  during  the  year  under  review. 

A little  more  progress  was  evident  with  the  making  of 
improvement  grants  for  the  reconstruction  of  existing  dwelling 
houses,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  protracted  delay  which 
occurred  when  the  grants  first  came  into  effect  has  deterred  many 
prospective  applicants  from  proceeding  with  improvements.  A 
good  number  of  applications  were  in  hand  but  licensing  restric- 
tions at  the  time  prevented  many  of  the  jobs  from  being  com- 
menced. However,  the  licensing  position  has  been  considerably 
eased  for  some  time  now  without  any  noticeable  acceleration  to 
works  of  improvement.  The  grant  provides  a strong  incentive 
to  the  owner-occupier  in  particular,  and  to  the  far-sighted  private 
landlord  to  improve  the  amenities  and  accommodation  of  their 
property,  and  there  is  a large  number  of  houses  in  the  area  which 
would  benefit  by  improvements,  and  are  quite  eligible  for  grant, 
as  at  the  completion  of  the  work  they  would  have  a reasonable 
expectation  of  life.  Furthermore,  in  the  majority  of  cases  where 
improvements  were  carried  out  it  could  be  anticipated  that  the 
rateable  value  of  the  property  concerned  would  be  enhanced.  The 
Council  have  made  good  progress  with  the  scheme  to  modernise 
the  older  type  of  Council  houses,  the  aim  being  the  systematic 
modernisation  of  all  houses  in  the  older  schemes  principally  by  the 
removal  of  the  obsolete  type  of  kitchen  range  and  unsightly  and 
obstructive  clothes  boiler,  and  the  substitution  of  modern  fire- 
places, electric  cookers  and  boilers,  and  a very  great  improvement 
has  been  effected  on  the  older  sites  by  the  removal  of  dilapidated 
fencing  and  the  provision  of  dwarf  brickwalls.  This,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  reduction  in  size  of  the  large  corner  gardens  and  the 
laying  down  of  green  plots  and  flower  beds  maintained  by  the 
Council’s  staff  has  effected  an  immense  improvement  in  the  ameni- 
ties of  the  older  housing  sites,  and  has,  no  doubt,  done  something 
to  stimulate  the  cultivation  of  gardens  by  tenants,  the  improve- 
ment of  which  the  Council  have  endeavoured  for  many  years  to 
obtain  by  the  service  of  notices  upon  defaulters  and  the  institution 
of  an  annual  garden  competition.  The  provision  of  adequate 
fencing  should  remove  at  least  one  excuse  of  the  half-hearted 
gardener  who  pleaded  that  the  fencing  provided  did  not  restrain 
trespass  by  children  and  dogs.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
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a very  great  amount  of  damage  is  done  in  this  way  on  the  Housing 
sites  and  even  keen  gardeners  have  been  deterred  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  crops.  There  are  still  some  untidy  gardens  to  be 
seen,  these  being  unavoidable  where  the  inform  and  the  aged  are 
concerned.  The  Care  of  the  Aged  Committee  did,  some  two  years 
ago,  enlist  the  services  of  the  Youth  Organisations  in  the  area 
to  assist  in  tidying  up  the  gardens  of  aged  and  infirm  people,  and 
some  organisations  were  good  enough  to  promise  their  assistance 
in  this  direction,  but  in  actual  fact,  the  response  from  the  old 
people  themselves  has  been  negligible  and  owing  to  the  lack  of 
demand  the  scheme  has  more  or  less  fallen  into  disuse. 

The  National  Coal  Board  have  also  carried  out  considerable 
work  of  improvement  to  their  properties,  a large  number  of  houses 
having  been  modernised  by  the  provision  of  modern  combination 
ranges  with  hot  water  supply,  actually  some  210  houses  were 
dealt  with  in  this  way  during  1952  and  the  Board  hoped  to  com- 
plete modernisation  to  approximately  430  houses  by  the  end  of 
1953.  This  is  a great  boon  in  houses  where  in  most  cases  more 
than  one  member  of  the  family  is  employed  at  the  Colliery  and 
a continuous  hot  water  supply  is  useful  and  furthermore,  the 
combination  ranges,  in  almost  every  case,  replace  very  old- 
fashioned  brick  built  ranges  fitted  with  round  ovens  which  were 
quite  uneconomical  in  fuel  consumption.  In  conjunction  with 
the  improvements  to  the  houses  the  Board  also  carried  out  im- 
provement works  to  adjacent  streets  and  footways. 

The  Council’s  policy  regarding  housing  has  always  given 
due  consideration  to  the  needs  of  old  people,  there  being  no  doubt 
that  the  continued  provision  of  a special  type  of  small  house  for 
old  people  was  highly  desirable  as,  apart  from  the  salient  fact  that 
they  are  provided  with  a home  at  a rental  within  their  means 
and  of  a size  and  type  easily  worked,  in  almost  every  case  the 
provision  of  a house  of  this  type  released  a larger  house  for  family 
use.  In  pursuance  of  the  Council’s  policy  regarding  Broomhill 
Estate,  which  was  originally  devoted  almost  entirely  to  old  people’s 
houses  but  the  site  of  which  has  in  the  course  of  years  been  found 
unsuitable  for  the  aged  and  infirm  owing  to  the  hilly  approach 
and  the  number  of  steps  which  it  is  necessary  to  negotiate  to  enter 
many  of  the  houses,  this  type  of  house,  when  vacated,  has  been 
let  to  younger  persons,  generally  middle  aged,  childless  couples, 
and  in  time  complete  conversion  of  the  accommodation  here  will 
be  carried  out.  It  is  generally  felt  nowadays  that  to  segregate 
old  people  all  together  in  one  estate  or  a particular  portion  thereof 
is  not  desirable  and  the  current  policy  is  to  house  them  in 
smaller  units  interspersed  amongst  the  larger  dwelling  houses 
and  this  is  definitely  beneficial  to  the  old  people  and  makes  it 
possible  to  utilize  smaller  portions  of  housing  layouts.  The  ortho- 
dox type  of  two-roomed  bungalow  has  been  built  for  this  purpose 
and  also  a good  number  of  two  storey  flats  have  been  erected  which 
have  proved  quite  popular. 

A considerable  amount  of  slum  clearance  work  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  a large  number  of  sub-standard  houses 
were  dealt  with  by  the  making  of  demolition  orders,  the  majority 
of  these  were  in  connection  with  houses  in  the  Brickgarth  area  at 
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Easington  Lane  where  the  piece-meal  re-development  of  the  area 
has  been  proceeding.  Considerable  progress  was  made  with  the 
scheme  during  the  year;  as  houses  were  demolished  and  the  sites 
cleared  immediately  they  were  vacated  by  the  tenants  and  re* 
development  followed  without  delay,  in  consequence  an  attrac- 
tive housing  site  has  taken  shape  in  this  area  which  was  previously 
occupied  by  old  and  sub-standard  houses  under  congested  condi- 
tions. There  were,  however,  some  of  a better  type  of  house  inter- 
spersed in  the  area  which  could  not  be  dealt  with  by  demolition 
orders  as  they  had  a reasonable  expectation  of  life,  and  the  sites 
of  these  were  obtained  by  negotiations.  A determined  attack  was 
made  upon  the  existing  slum  clearance  areas  in  an  effort  to  tidy 
them  up  as  far  as  possible  and  a large  number  of  derelict  and 
dangerous  buildings  were  demolished,  foundations  excavated  and 
sites  cleared  and  levelled,  in  some  cases  it  being  possible  to  put 
down  green  plots.  This  work  is  nearly  always  nowadays  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  workmen  by  arrangement  with  the  owners. 
The  procedure  laid  down  by  the  Acts  of  leaving  demolition  and 
clearance  work  to  the  individual  owners  has  never  proved  satisfac- 
tory, the  owner  after  losing  his  property  cannot  be  expected  to 
gladly  expend  further  money  in  demolishing  it  and  clearing  the 
site,  and  owners  generally  fell  victims  to  demolition  contractors 
who  offer  to  pull  down  buildings  for  the  material  which  they  can 
obtain,  with  the  result  almost  invariably  that  so  soon  as  timber 
and  other  materials  of  salvage  value  had  been  removed  the  re- 
mainder was  allowed  to  stand  in  an  unsightly  and  dangerous  con- 
dition. The  debatable  definition  of  clearance  did  not  help  in 
this  respect  the  general  result  being  that  where  demolition  was 
enforced  walls  were  left  standing  to  a.  height  of  some  6in.  and 
the  intervening  space  filled  in  with  rubble,  etc.,  from  the  building 
and  eventually  all  this  waste  material  had  had  to  be  moved,  no 
mean  task,  having  regard  to  the  current  cost  of  labour  and 
haulage.  The  department  are  still  from  time  to  time  approached 
by  young  couples  anxious  to  occupy  condemned  houses  as  they 
become  vacant,  and  therefore  welcome  the  decision  of  the  Council 
that  this  re-letting  of  slum  clearance  houses  should  cease  and 
nowadays  such  houses  are  made  secure  immediately  they  are 
vacated  in  order  to  prevent  illegal  occupation  by  squatters  and 
demolished  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter.  Whilst  little  trouble 
was  experienced  from  this  cause  during  the  year  one  or  two  cases 
of  squatting  did  arise  but  it  was  possible  to  deal  with  the  trespass 
immediately  and  obtain  vacation  of  the  premises  without  recourse 
to  legal  action. 

The  letting  of  houses  was,  during  the  year,  governed  by  the 
Council’s  points  scheme,  the  formula  for  assessing  points  in 
accordance  with  the  needs  of  the  applicant  being  reviewed  from 
time  to  time  to  meet  current  conditions.  The  working  of  this 
scheme  has  proved  satisfactory  to  the  Council,  their  officials  and 
the  public,  the  latter  having  the  assurance  that  each  application 
was  dealt  with  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  need  of  the  applicant 
and  furthermore  any  applicant  was  able  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  points  with  which  he  had  been  assessed  and  if  justified  could 
obtain  a revision  of  these.  Apart  from  the  actual  points  value  of 
the  application  the  circumstances  of  each  prospective  tenant  are 
also  scrutinised  by  the  Committee.  This  is  very  necessary  as 
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initially  points  are  assessed  from  information  provided  by  the 
applicant  himself  and  such  information  may  be  either  deliberately 
or  accidentally  misleading,  in  fact  it  was  necessary,  in  one  or  two 
cases,  owing  to  information  given  by  the  applicant  being  subse- 
quently found  inaccurate  to  rescind  the  tenancy  of  houses  after 
applicants  had  received  the  keys. 


Overcrowding  in  the  district  is  decreasing,  in  fact  true 
overcrowding  was  not  common,  the  majority  of  cases  being 
created  by  sub-tenants,  generally  members  of  the  tenant’s  family 
who  have  married  and  gone  to  live  in  with  them.  A good  number 
of  cases  were  abated  during  the  year  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
points  scheme  favours  the  applicant  who  is  living  as  a sub-tenant, 
but  sub-tenancies  of  this  nature  will  of  course  continually  arise 
until  it  is  possible  to  fully  meet  the  housing  needs  of  the  area, 
and  any  couples  who  marry  and  live  in  in  this  way  are  still  forced 
to  reside  under  these  circumstances  for  a number  of  years  before 
they  become  eligible  for  re-housing. 


A large  number  of  houses  were  systematically  inspected  for 
defects  during  the  year  and  246  informal  notices  were  served  under 
the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  requiring  repairs  and  following 
informal  action,  statutory  notices  requiring  repairs  under  Section  9 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  served  with  respect  to  eight  houses. 
In  one  case  it  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  work  in 
default  of  the  owner,  the  repairs  to  the  remaining  houses  being 
carried  out  by  the  owners  themselves. 
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Housing  Conditions. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1952 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year. 


(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Plealth  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  341 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  612 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub  head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Acts  52 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  117 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
•state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

De  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  14 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  246 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. — -Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  \ 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  48 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  follow- 

ing- negotiations  ...  ...  ...  10 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1938: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 


were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

4.  Housing  Act  1936,  Part  IV  — Overcrowding : 

(a) (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  82 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  257 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c) (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  108 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 

Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 

of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Shops  Act 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  also  acts  as  Inspector  under 
the  Shops  Act  and  a routine  inspection  of  shop  premises  through- 
out the  district  is  carried  out,  it  being  convenient  to  do  this  in 
conjunction  with  the  frequent  visits  which  are  paid  to  the  shops 
for  the  inspection  of  food  stuffs.  Tfhere  were  no  infringements 
of  the  Orders  governing  closing  hours,  and  consequently  the  work- 
ing hours  of  the  assistants,  observed  during  the  period  under 
review  and  no  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  this,  as 
shopkeepers  have  almost  without  exception  adopted  the  curtailed 
working  hours  which  applied  during  the  war  and,  in  fact,  labour 
difficulties  have  caused  the  majority  of  shopkeepers  to  observe 
even  shorter  hours  than  those  prescribed  by  the  Orders.  This 
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operated  to  the  benefit  of  the  employees  but  particularly  with 
regard  to  protracted  mid-day  closing  it  has  to  some  extent  affected 
the  convenience  of  the  shopping  public  as  may  be  expected  in  an 
Urban  area  of  this  nature. 

A very  large  proportion  of  the  shops  are  quite  small  with 
house  attached,  the  proprietor  living  on  the  premises.  In  such 
cases  the  number  of  assistants  employed  is  small,  in  the  majority 
of  cases  only  one,  often  part-time,  and  no  difficulty  is  experienced 
regarding  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  amenities  for  the 
welfare  of  those  employed  on  or  about  the  premises.  The  larger 
shops,  generally  operated  by  the  chain  stores  or  the  Co-operative 
Societies  all  have  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation,  washing 
facilities,  and  rest  room  for  their  staffs.  The  drive  in  recent  years 
to  obtain  improvement  in  the  hygiene  of  food  handling  has  re- 
sulted in  a large  number  of  proprietors  installing  gas  or  electric 
water  heaters  to  supply  a constant  supply  of  hot  water.  A very 
small  number  of  one  roomed  lock-up  shops  present  difficulty  in 
this  respect  as  they  have  no  available  space  for  the  provision  of 
sanitary  accommodation,  and  draininge  for  the  waste  from  sinks  or 
lavatory  basins  cannot  be  provided.  Exemption  certificates  are  in 
force  in  a few  cases  where  public  lavatories  are  reasonably  avail- 
able but  this  type  of  shop  presents  a problem,  and  as  in  many 
cases  they  front  on  living  accommodation  which  is  separately  let, 
when  a vacancy  creates  the  opportunity,  the  owners  are  asked 
to  make  some  re-arrangement  before  re-letting  takes  place. 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  review  to  serve 
informal  notices  regarding  improvements  in  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion at  shop  premises  and  the  majority  of  these  were  complied 
with  immediately.  A number  of  improvements  were  also  carried 
out  by  proprietors  after  consultation  with  the  department  in  con- 
junction with  re-building  schemes. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Camping  Sites 

The  district  has  been  free  of  dwelling  places  of  this  kind 
for  some  years  although  from  time  to  time  there  have  been 
sporadic  attempts  to  establish  them1,  it  has  always  been  possible 
by  taking  prompt  action  to  obtain  their  removal  within  a short 
period. 


The  area  has  no  sites  habitually  used  for  camping  but  two 
sites  are  from  time  to  time  used  by  showmen  as  fairgrounds  and 
these  are  supervised  during  the  period  of  occupation  to  ensure  that 
satisfactory  provision  has  been  made  with  regard  to  water  supply, 
sanitary  accommodation  and  refuse  disposal.  The  use  of  land 
for  this  purpose  did  not  give  rise  to  any  complaint  during  the 
year  under  review  and  the  sites  when  vacated  were  always  left 
tidy  and  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

The  provision  of  a swimming  bath  or  pool  within  the  dist- 
rict would  be  a great  benefit  to  the  inhabitants,  preferably, 
owing  to  prevalent  climatic  conditions,  a covered  swimming  bath. 
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which  could  out  of  season  be  converted  for  use  as  a public  hall 
and  owing  to  the  lack  of  a really  satisfactory  hall  in  the  area 
this  should  prove  a good  source  of  income.  There  are  certain 
portions  of  the  district,  particularly  the  Welfare  Park,  where  the 
natural  contours  would  make  it  possible  to  construct  an  open  air 
pool  amongst  most  attractive  surroundings  at  comparatively  small 
expense.  Schemes  have  from  time  to  time  been  put  forward  for 
the  construction  of  pools,  one  being  proposed  at  Elemore  Colliery 
and  the  Council  gave  every  assistance  towards  this  project  which, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  indefinitely  shelved. 

The  Pool  at  Lyons  Colliery  was  at  one  time  extensively 
used  and  maintained  by  the  local  boys’  club  but  any  swimming 
that  now  takes  place  there  is  unsupervised  and  samples  of  water 
taken  from  the  pool  indicated  that  unless  it  was  properly  main- 
tained and  periodically  cleansed  its  use  for  swimming  should  be 
prohibited. 


Schools 


Schools  throughout  the  area  were  generally  maintained  in 
a satisfactory7  condition  and  when  inspections  were  carried  out 
sanitary  conditions  were  found  to  be  of  a very  high  standard.  It 
was  not  necessary  during  1952  to  close  any  school  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  disease  and  the  department  is  indebted 
to  teachers  for  their  co-operation  at  all  times  when  enquiries 
regarding  infectious  diseases,  etc.,  were  necessary. 

Public  Houses,  Halls  and  Cinemas 

These  premises  are  subject  to  periodical  inspections,  the 
Council,  having  adopted  the  appropriate  section  of  the  Public 
Health  (Amendment)  Act,  has  very  satisfactory  powers  for  en- 
forcing reasonable  standards  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  certifi- 
cates are  issued  as  to  the  sanitary  conditions  found  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Justices  at  the  Brewster  Sessions  and  any  sub- 
standard conditions  create  a difficulty  in  obtaining  the  renewal 
of  the  licence. 

The  general  standard  of  sanitation  throughout  the  area  is 
now  high  but  improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  follow- 
ing the  efforts  of  the  department  over  many  years  the  domestic 
accommodation  to  public  houses  has  been  considerably  improved 
and  all  now  have  bathrooms  and  hot  water  supply.  Increased 
attention  is  also  being  paid  to  the  facilities  for  washing  glasses 
in  the  public  bars  and  most  of  the  houses  are  now  well  equipped 
in  this  respect. 

Food  Inspection 

All  shops  dealing  in  foodstuffs  are  regularly  inspected  and 
particular  attention  was  paid  during  the  year  to  increased  hygiene 
in  handling.  The  Council  during  the  year  adopted  byelaws  made 
under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  these  being 
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confirmed  on  the  18th  April,  1952,  and  all  shopkeepers  in  the 
area  were  provided  with  a copy.  The  proprietors  of  food  shops 
have  displayed  a great  interest  in  the  subject  and  a considerable 
improvement  is  evident  in  the  majority  of  shops,  there  are  a few  in 
fact  where  reconstructions  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  depart- 
ment consulted  during  the  course  of  the  work,  which  might  be 
regarded  as  copy  book  examples  of  the  good  food  shop.  The 
shop  assistant  is  expected  to  practice  rigid  hygiene  in  the  handling 
of  food  but  the  fact  that  the  shopping  public  also  have  a respon- 
sibility in  this  respect  must  not  be  overlooked  and  too  many 
still  persist  in  putting  small  children,  shopping  bags,  etc.,  on  the 
counter  and  handle  foodstuffs  which  they  do  not  subsequently 
purchase.  For  this  reason  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  an  increas- 
ing number  of  food  shops  are  installing  glass  screens  to  the  counters 
with  bag  and  parcel  racks  fixed  to  the  counter  front.  In  the  same 
way  a great  effort  has  been  made  to  exclude  dogs  from  food 
premises;  a section  of  the  public  apparently  still  cannot  see  the 
need  for  this  action  but  an  uncontrolled  dog  can  cause  much 
damage  by  fouling.  It  must  be  admitted  however  that  cats  are 
quite  as  big  a source  of  nuisance  but  unfortunately  the  majority 
of  shop  keepers  encourage  their  presence  on  the  premises  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  they  are  still  the  most  economical  and  effective 
means  of  keeping  premises  clear  of  mice. 

Particulars  of  foodstuffs  condemned  are  as  follows: — 

100  lb.  English  beef,  62  lb.  mutton,  19  J lb.  pork,  10  lb- 
ham,  43^  lbs.  bacon,  1 x 18  lbs.  12  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 18  lb.  4 oz- 
fin  ham,  1 x 17  ib.  12  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 17  lb.  10  oz.  tin  ham, 

1 x 17  lb.  8 oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 17  lb.  7oz.  tin  ham',  1 x 17  lb. 

\ oz.  tin  ham,  lx  16  lb.  13  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 16  lb.  54  oz.  tin 
ham,  2 x 16  lb.  5 oz.  tins  ham,  1 x 16  lb.  3 oz.  tin  ham, 

2 x 16  lb.  2 oz.  tins  ham,  1 x 16  lb.  tin  ham,  4 x 15  lb.  15  oz. 

tins  ham,  2 x 15  lb.  13  oz.  tins  ham,  2 x 15  lb.  11  oz.  tins  ham, 
1 X 15  lb.  10  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 15  lb.  9 oz.  tin  ham,  3 x 15  lb. 
8 oz.  tins  ham,  1 x 15  lb.  5 oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 15  lb.  4 oz.  tin 

ham,  1 x 15  lb.  tin  ham,  1 x 14  lb.  15  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 14  lb. 

3 oz.  tin  ham,  2 X 14  lb.  tins  ham,  8 X 13  lb.  14  oz.  tins  ham,. 

1 x 13f  lb.  tin  ham,  1 x 13  lb.  9 oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 13  lb.  8 oz. 

tin  ham,  1 x 13  lb.  5 oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 13  lb.  4 oz.  tin  ham, 

2 x 13  lb.  tins  ham,  lx  12  lb.  5 oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 12  lb.  12  oz. 

tin  ham,  1 x 12  lb.  11  oz.  tin  ham,  1 X 12  lb.  10  oz.  tin  ham,. 

3 x 12  lb.  9 oz.  tin  ham,  6 X 12  lb.  8 oz.  tins  ham,  2 x 12  lb. 

7 oz.  tins  ham,  3 X 12  lb.  6 oz.  tins  ham,  2 x 12  lb.  5 oz.  tins  ham, 

2 x 12  lb.  3 oz.  tins  ham,  1 x 12  lb.  2^  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 11  lb. 

15  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 11  lb.  14  oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 11  lb.  11  oz.  tin 
ham,  1 x 11  lb.  7 oz.  tin  ham,  2 X 11  lb.  4 oz.  tins  ham,  1 x 11 
lb.  2 oz.  tin  ham,  1 x 10  lb.  8 oz.  tin  ham,  1 X 10  lb.  3 oz. 
tin  ham,  1 x 10|  lb.  tin  ham,  1 x 10  lb.  tin  ham,  3 x 7 lb.  tins 

shoulder  ham,  5 X 3|  lb.  tins  shoulder  ham,  2 x 3 lb.  3 oz. 

tins  shoulder  ham,  1 x 24  lb.  tin  shoulder  ham,  3 x 1 lb.  8 oz. 

tins  shoulder  ham,  29  X 18  oz.  tins  ham,  20  lb.  2 oz.  cooked  ham, 

1 x 6 lb.  14  oz.  tins  cooked  boneless  forends,  1 x 7 lb.  64  oz. 
tin  pork,  1 x 6 lb.  14  oz.  tin  pork,  3x4  lb.  tins  pork,  2x3  lb. 

3 oz.  tins  pork,  1 x 12  oz.  tin  pork,  1 x 3 lb.  13  oz.  tin  pork 
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butts,  18  x 12  oz.  tins  pork  kidneys,  8 x 12  oz.  tins  chopped 
pork,  3 X 1 lb.  14  oz.  tins  pork  and  gravy,  1 x 16  lb.  3 oz.  tin 
tongue,  1 x 12  lb.  tin  tongue,  1 x ll  lb.  7 oz.  tin  tongue, 
1 x 11  lb.  4 oz.  tin  tongue,  3x7  lb.  tins  tongue,  1 x 6 lb.  tin 
tongue,  6 x 1 lb.  14  oz.  tins  tongue,  7 x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins  tongue, 

3 x 12  oz.  tins  tongue,  12  x 4 lb.  tins  luncheon  meat,  31  X 3 lb. 

tins  luncheon  meat,  1x2  lb.  tin  luncheon  meat,  1 x 29  oz.  tin 
luncheon  meat,  1 x If  lb.  tin  luncheon  meat,  2 x 1 lb.  tins 

luncheon  meat,  142  x 12  oz.  tins  luncheon  meat,  2 x Ilf  oz.  tins 

luncheon  meat,  1 x 8 oz.  tin  luncheon  meat,  27  x 7 oz.  tins 
luncheon  meat,  6f  lb.  luncheon  meat,  89  X 12  oz.  tins  minced 
beef  loaf,  28  x 1 lb.  tins  stewed  steak,  46  x 15f  oz.  tins  stewed 
steak,  1 x 1 lb.  tin  beef  steak  pudding,  11  x 6 lb.  tins  veal, 
5 x 4 lb.  5 oz.  tins  veal,  1 x 3f  lb.  tins  veal,  3f  lb.  jellied  veal, 
27  x 12  oz.  tins  ham  and  veal  loaf,  15  X 7 oz.  tins  veal  loaf, 
1 x 3 lb.  13  oz.  tins  chicken,  lxi  lb.  tin  pork  sausage,  2 x lOf 
oz.  tins  sausages,  1 x 16  oz.  tin  Ulster  broth,  7 x 4f  oz  tins 
soup,  4 x 15f  oz.  tins  salmon,  19  x 13f  oz.  tins  salmon,  8x8  oz. 
soup,  4 x 15f  oz.  tins  salmon,  19  x 13f  oz  tin  salmon,  8 x 8 oz. 
tins  salmon,  36  x 7f  oz.  tins  salmon,  15  x 3-f  oz.  tins  salmon, 

1 X 3f  oz.  tin  lobster.  1 x 3f  lb.  tin  crab  paste,  17  x 7 oz.  tins 

crabmeat,  252  x 16  oz.  tins  beans,  19  x A1  tall  tins  beans,  31  x 
15f  oz.  tins  beans,  1 x 15f  oz.  tin  haricot  beans,  3 x 15f  oz. 
tins  butter  beans,  23  X 15  oz.  tins  beans,  9 x 12  oz.  tins  beans, 
5 x 11  oz.  tins  beans,  11  x 10  f oz.  tins  beans,  21  x 8 oz.  tins 
beans,  9x1  lb.  14  oz.  tins  beans,  54  X 1 lb.  3 oz.  tins  peas, 
9x1  lb.  tins  processed  peas,  55  X 15f  oz.  tins  processed  peas, 
98  X 13-|  oz.  tins  processed  peas,  4 x 104  oz.  tins  processed  peas, 
21  x 10  oz.  tins  processed  peas,  64  x 8-£  oz.  tins  processed  peas, 
8x8  lb.  3 oz.  tins  tomatoes,  49  x 2 lb.  4 oz.  tins  tomatoes,  241 
X 1 lb.  4 oz.  tins  tomatoes,  36  x 15  oz.  tins  tomatoes,  60  x 14f 
oz.  tins  tomatoes,  152  X 14  oz.  tins  tomatoes,  21  x 11  oz.  tins 
tomatoes,  131  X 8 oz.  tins  tomatoes,  7 x 28  oz.  tins  parsnips, 
1 X 25  oz.  tins  parsnips,  1 x 16  oz.  tin  oranges,  6 x 15f  oz. 
tins  oranges,  3 X 14f  oz.  tins  oranges,  15  x 114  oz.  tins  oranges, 
96  x 11  oz.  tins  oranges,  13  x 15  oz.  tins  orange  segments, 
7 x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins  pineapple,  lxl  lb.  4 oz.  tin  pineapple, 
35  x 1 lb.  tins  pineapple,  6 x 13  oz.  tins  pineapple,  17  x 20  fl. 
oz.  tins  pineapple  17  x 30  oz.  jars  pineapple  segments,  43  x 1 

lb.  14  oz.  tins  pears,  5 x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins  pears,  5 X 1 lb.  tins 

pears,  2 x 1 lb.  15  oz.  tins  plums,  7 x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins  plums, 
5x1  lb.  4 oz.  tins  plums,  9x1  lb.  tins  plums,  14  x 1 lb.  tins 
damsons,  1 X 1 lb.  14  oz.  tin  peaches,  5 x 1 lb.  3 4 oz.  tins 
strawberries,  9 X 16  oz.  tins  strawberries,  5 x 15f  oz.  tins 
strawberries,  3 x 1 lb.  14  oz.  tins  cherries,  28  x 16  oz.  tins 
cherries,  3 X 15f  oz.  tins  cherries,  25  X 14f  oz.  tins  cherries, 
12  x 14  oz.  tins  cherries,  5 X 14^  oz.  tins  gooseberries,  7 X 1 lb. 

14  oz.  tins  prunes,  3 x 20  oz.  tins  prunes,  5 X 1 lb.  5 oz.  tins 

prunes,  12  x Ilf  oz.  tins  prunes,  4 x 1 lb.  tins  grapes,  9x1  lb. 

4 oz.  tins  apples,  14  X 14f  oz.  tins  apples,  10  X 1 lb.  14  oz.  tins 
apricots,  11  x 1 lb.  13  oz.  tins  apricots,  2 x 13  oz.  jars 
apricots,  1 X 15  oz.  tin  figs,  3 x 4|  oz.  tins  strained  apple, 
prune  and  custard,  65  X 2 pt.  size  tins  full  cream  evaporated 
milk,  21  X 2 pt.  size  full  cream  milk,  16  X 2 pts.  size  full  cream 
milk,  17  x 16  oz.  tin  full  cream  milk,  62  x 14|  oz.  tins  evap. 
milk,  51  X If  pt.  size  full  cream  milk,  9 x If  pt.  size  tin 
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skimmed  milk,  1 lb.  jar  strawberry  jam,  1 lb.  jar  blackcurrant 
jam,  1 x 5 oz.  bottle  coffee  essence,  1 x 15  oz.  jar  pickled  onions, 
1 X 26  fl.  oz.  bottle  lemon  squash,  2 bottles  sauce,  24  lb.  pork 
sausage,  5 lb.  beef  sausage,  20  lbs.  sausage  meat,  14  pies,  16  lb. 
fish,  22  lbs.  butter,  29^  lbs.  cheese,  28  faggots. 


The  institution  of  centralised  slaughtering  in  1940  put  the 
local  slaughter  houses  into  disuse  although  14  are  still  available 
and  the  majority  have  been  well  maintained  and  ready  for  use  at 
any  time  an  emergency  arose,  such  as  the  restriction  on  cattle 
movement  owing  to  contagious  diseases,  in  fact  from  time  to  time 
the  use  of  local  slaughter  houses  for  this  purpose  has  been  mooted 
but  after  preliminary  enquiries  no  further  action  has  been  taken. 
Therefore,  apart  from  the  occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  which  were 
killed  on  licence  by  famers  or  smallholders  for  their  own  consump- 
tion and  isolated  cases  of  casualties  which  require  immediate 
slaughter  no  food  animals  are  slaughtered  in  the  district,  in  fact, 
the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  for  home  curing  or  consumption  has 
steadily  declined  in  the  last  few  years  owing  to  the  high  cost  of 
food  stuffs  and  subsequent  preparation  of  bacon  (always  a risky 
business  for  the  amateur)  and  the  very  attractive  prices  obtain- 
able for  pigs  in  the  markets.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
the  consumer  public  would  benefit  greatlv  if  butchers  again 
slaughtered  for  their  businesses  and  the  old  competitive  spirit 
prevailed,  for  it  cannot  be  said  that  meat  sent  into  the  area 
compares  favourably  with  that  from  animals  slaughtered  locally  in 
the  past.  The  rapid  transmission  of  animals  from  farm  to  market 
and  thence  to  slaughter  house,  followed  by  slaughter  without 
preliminary  resting  and  fasting  cannot  be  conducive  to  good 
quality  meat  and  is  definitely  detrimental  to  its  keeping  qualities 
particularly  when  the  meat  is  again  transported  before  setting 
properly,  and  bone  taints  set  up  from  these  causes  are  not  un- 
common, nor  can  the  existing  method  of  centralised  slaughtering 
be  carried  out  in  full  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  bve- 
laws  governing  slaughtering,  which  were  rigidly  enforced  locally. 

Meat  is  transported  into  the  area  from  the  central  slaughter 
house  in  modern  vehicles  providing  complete  protection.  The 
method  of  transport  has  been  the  subject  of  very  strong  repre- 
sentations by  the  Council  in  the  past  and  the  present  method  is 
no  doubt  a considerable  improvement  but  it  is  still  far  from 
being  completely  satisfactory.  Portions  of  carcases  are  still 
carried  on  the  floor  of  the  vehicle  and  owing  to  the  loading  height 
and  the  difficulty  to  unloading  this  has  to  be  traversed  by  the 
driver  and  his  assistant  with  consequent  fouling  of  the  surface. 


Licences  are  still  issued  by  the  department  to  slaughter- 
men residing  locally  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
licences  existing  was  50.  Many  of  the  holders  of  these  licences, 
however,  have  few  opportunities  to  practise  their  trade  owing  to 
the  lack  of  opportunity  for  practical  work  in  the  slaughter  house 
and  it  is  felt  that  some  scheme  to  give  all  butcher’s  assistants 
the  opportunity  for  training  is  very  desirable,  in  fact,  highly 
necessary  for  the  future  of  the  meat  trade. 
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Milk  and  Dairies 

The  distribution  of  milk  consumed  in  the  area  has  been 
for  some  years  in  the  hands  of  two  organisations,  namely,  the 
Houghton  Dairymen’s  Association,  who  absorbed  all  the  small 
retailers  and  farmer  producer  retailers  who  previously  operated 
in  the  district  and  the  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  Ltd., 
which  operates  through  the  local  Co-operative  Societies.  These 
two  organisations  deal  mainly  in  Pasteurised  milk  but  the  Dairy- 
men’s Association  also  sells  a large  quantity  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  and  the  Co-operative  Dairies  also  retail  Tuberculin  Tested 
( Pasteurised)*  Milk.  An  increasing  number  of  small  shop-keepers 
retail  bottled  sterilised  milk  for  which  there  appears  to  be  a 
considerable  demand  and  they  are  registered  accordingly. 


The  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  Ltd.  operate  from 
a milk  depot  of  modern  construction  with  cold  storage  chambers 
situated  at  Hetton  Downs  and  bottled  milk  is  stored  here  over- 
night before  delivery.  They  also  have  a small  depot  at  Easington 
Lane  and  this,  whilst  not  equipped  for  cold  storage  provides 
reasonably  satisfactory  accommodation  and  is  well  maintained. 
The  Dairymen’s  Association  operate  directly  from  their  depot  at 
Houghton-le-Spring. 

The  milk  which  was.  retailed  in  the  area  was  without  excep- 
tion delivered  in  bottles  and  only  a small  number  of  complaints 
regarding  dirty  bottles  had  to  be  investigated.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  modern  bottle  washing  methods  are  practically  fool- 
proof and  clean  and  sterile  bottles  are  almost  invariably  sent 
out  from  the  Dairy.  The  public  themselves,  however,  could 
co-operate  more  by  returning  their  bottles  in  a reasonable  condition 
and  refraining  from  using  them  for  purposes  other  than  the  storage 
of  milk.  Frequent  samples  of  milk  are  taken  from  the  dairy 
roundsmen  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  laboratory,  Newcastle,  examinations  being  carried 
out  free  of  charge.  Such  samples  are  taken  for  advisory  purposes 
only  and  no  prosecutions  were  undertaken  with  regard  to  the  results, 
in  fact,  none  were  necessary.  Some  sub-standard  samples  did  occur 
from  time  to  time  mainly  due  to  atmospheric  conditions,  but 
almost  invariably  these  occurred  when  the  overnight  temperature 
exceeded  the  limit  laid  down  under  the  appropriate  Order.  The 
Chief  source  of  trouble  with  regard  to  unsatisfactory  results  was 
in  connection  with  Unpasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  produced 
on  farms  outside  the  area.  The  responsibility  for  the  supervision 
of  milk  produced  on  farms  has  for  some  years  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  one  wonders  whether  producers 
are  as  strictly  supervised  as  in  the  days  when  this  was  the 
responsibility  of  the  local  authority.  Most  of  the  milk  produced 
locally  goes  to  the  Dairymen’s  Association  who  operate  a modern 
processing  plant  where  the  milk  is  pasteurised,  bottled  and  stored 
under  excellent  conditions,  but  one  suspects,  with  regard  to  some 
of  the  unpasteurised  milk  that  this  is  old  when  delivered  and  one 
fails  to  see,  where  milk  is  produced  locally,  why  collection  and 
distribution  cannot  be  arranged  so  that  the  milk  once  in  the  con- 
sumers hands  can  be  expected  to  keep  for  a reasonable  time 
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Summary  of  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  inspector’s  Department 

during  the  year  1952 


i.  Public  Health  Acts. 


Dw’ling-houses  9 Foul  Conditions 
and  > Structural  Def’ts 

Schools  ' Overcrowding- 
Lodging-houses 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 
Slaughter  houses 
Ashpits  and  Privies  .. 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Yard  Paving 

) Defective  Traps 
House  ( No  disconnection 
Drainage  f from  sewers 

' Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Defective  Spouts 
Provisions  of  Dust  Bins 
Provision  of  Scullery  Sinks 


Number  of 

informal 

written 

Notices  by 

Inspector 

Number  of 

Formal 

Notices  by 

order  of 

Authority 

Number  of 

Nuisances 

abated 

after 

Notice 

3 

3 

153 

137 

4 

'l 

”2 

... 

"2 

• • • 

2 

. . . 

2 

11 

83 

24 

5 

5 

7 

• • • 

7 

17 

15 

15 

... 

15 

9 0 0 

27 

1 

27 

19 

19 

5 

5 

2 

... 

2 

0 9 0 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

... 

2 

62 

• • • 

62 

9 

• • • 

9 

345 

84 

339 

Totals 
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II.  Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 

Number 

Remarks 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 
Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for 
use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing-  or  selling  Un- 
wholesome Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for 
Analysis 

Samples  found  Adulterated 

66 

2 

128  Milk 

7 Ice  cream 

P or  advisory 
purposes. 

' ' 

III.  Precautions  against 
Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 

destroyed 

2 

33  Houses  treated 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

16 

for  Beetles,  etc . 

i Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
j Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 

• • • 

persons  or  things 

Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected  per- 

• • • 

sons  or  things  ... 

... 

IV.  General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year 

125 

123  Council 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during 

2 Private 

year 

125 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

• • • 

Ash-pit  privies  converted  into  Water-closets 

• • • 

Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets 

13 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 

5580 

Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District... 

303 

Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies  in  District 

17 
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thereafter.  When  any  diverse  result  is  reported  the  Dairy 
concerned  is  contacted  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  cause  of 
the  trouble  and  the  Dairy  managements  have  proved  very  co- 
operative in  this  respect. 

128  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  by  the  department  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year,  11  of  these  proving 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


Ice-cream 


The  Urban  area  has  only  three  manufacturers  of  ice-cream, 
two  of  these  being  situated  at  Easington  Lane  and  one  at  East 
Rainton.  In  each  case  the  manufacturers  operated  plant  which 
complied  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  and  worked  under 
highly  satisfactory  conditions.  The  premises  are  regularly 
inspected  and  seven  samples  taken  during  the  year  all  satisfied  the 
test  and  were  classified  in  the  highest  grades. 

A very  large  number  of  confectioners  and  general  shops 
have  installed  refrigerating  cabinets  for  the  storage  of  pre-packed 
or  bulk  ice-cream  and  these  premises  (numbering  68)  are  also 
registered.  The  ice-cream  they  retail  is  supplied  by  large  manu- 
facturers and  samples  taken  indicate  it  to  be  consistently 
satisfactory. 

A good  retail  business  is  also  carried  on  by  hawkers  who 
patrol  the  area  in  motor  vans.  The  department  has  no  knowledge 
or  control  of  the  manufacture  of  the  ice-cream  they  retail  and  it 
is  almost  invariably  impossible  to  obtain  samples  at  times  con- 
venient for  immediate  transmission  to  the  laboratory  this  being 
very  necessary.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that  more  stringent  control 
cannot  be  exercised  over  this  type  of  retailer,  but  it  does  appear 
from  personal  observation  that  whether  from  lack  of  public 
demand,  or  competition  by  the  shops,  the  number  operating  in 
the  district  has  greatly  diminished. 


Factories  and  Workshops 

These  premises  are  regularly  inspected  to  ensure  that  they 
complied  with  the  Act  under  the  appropriate  Orders,  generally 
speaking  a good  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained  in  work 
places  during  the  year.  Some  improvements  were  carried  out 
with  regard  to  additional  or  improved  closet  accommodation,  the 
draining  of  floors  and  ventilation.  The  following  table  gives 
particulars  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  department  under  the 
Act  and  the  results  thereof. 
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1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including- 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


I 

Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

YV  ritten 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities  ••• 

f— 

/ 

7 

3 

• • • 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

38 

38 

10 

« « • 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

3 

• • • 

Total 

48 

48 

13 

... 

2. — Defects  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  Pro- 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

Inspector 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Si) 

1 

1 

X 

• • . 

• • • 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

. . . 

. . . 

• . . 

• • * 

Unreasonable  Temperature(S3) 

... 

. . . 

• . . 

... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4)  ... 

• * « 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

Inef’ctive  drainage  of  floors(S6) 

• • • 

0 m • 

• . • 

... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7)  : 

Insufficient 

5 

4 

1 

• * • 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

18 

15 

• • • 

... 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

2 

• • • 

. 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  outwork) 

• • • 

• • • 

♦ . • 

• . . 

Total  ... 

28 

22 

1 

• • • 
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Bakehouses 

There  is  very  little  bread  baked  in  the  district  nowadays, 
most  of  the  retailers  being  supplied  by  factory  bakehouses  operat- 
ing outside  the  area  and  the  majority  of  pies  and  pastries  con- 
sumed also  come  from  a similar  source.  At  the  end  of  1952  there 
were  seven  retail  bakehouses  in  the  Urban  area,  the  majority 
operating  to  a minor  extent,  principally  for  the  production  of 
confectionery  and  pies.  They  were  periodically  inspected  and  it 
can  be  said  that  the  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  is  highly 
satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Vermin 

During  the  year  under  review  it  was  necessary  to  take  action 
for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  and  other  vermin  in  the  under- 
mentioned premises. 

(a)  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  Private  houses  ...  ...  ...  15 

In  addition  2 lots  of  infectious  bedding  were  treated  or 
destroyed  and  it  was  necessary  to  disinfect  16  houses  after  in- 
fectious disease. 


Infestation  by  vermin,  particularly  bed-bugs,  has  been 
decreasing  to  a considerable  extent  in  recent  years  and  complaints 
received  are  generally  in  respect  of  infestation  by  beetles.  Some 
old  houses  require  periodical  re -treatment  owing  to  the  fact  that 
when  these  pests  become  established  complete  clearance  is  difficult 
and  infestation  recurs  with  the  seasonal  changes,  much  depends 
upon  the  occupiers  in  this  respect  as  if  they  co-operate  whole- 
heartedly complete  clearance  could  be  obtained.  Many  of  the 
old  type  Council  houses  are  subject  to  infestation,  mainly  owing 
to  faults  in  construction,  but  improvement  and  maintenance  work 
carried  out  in  the  past  few  years  is  gradually  helping  to  eliminate 
these.  Beetles  are  successfully  treated  with  a powder  containing 
pyretlirum  for  immediate  action  and  D.D.T.,  the  latent  effect 
of  the  latter  provides  subsequent  protection,  the  results  obtained 
being  highly  satisfactory. 

The  treatment  of  bed  - bug  infestation  provides  a more 
difficult  problem,  it  is  dealt  with  initially  by  fumigation  to  kill 
adult  vermin  on  the  surface,  which  makes  the  house  reasonably 
safe  for  workmen  or  householders  to  proceed  with  the  stripping  of 
wallpaper.  It  is  often  also  necessary  to  remove  architraves, 
skirting,  etc.,  these  being  best  treated  by  thorough  application  with 
a blow  lamp.  A further  treatment  is  given  by  spraying  to  kill  the 
vermin  which  have  subsequently  hatched  out,  followed  by  a final 
treatment  to  ensure  complete  eradication.  In  cold  weather  all  the 
bugs  are  dormant  and  lodged  deep  in  crevices  in  the  walls,  and  it 
is  never  certain  that  the  premises  are  completely  clear.  As  stray 
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survivors  can  recommence  the  whole  cycle  of  infestation,  the 
co-operation  of  the  householder  in  dealing  with,  or  reporting  iso- 
lated vermin  found  after  treatment  is  very  necessary. 


Rodent  Control 


The  Health  Department  was  responsible  for  the  operation 
of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  so  far  as  surface 
infestations  were  concerned,  that  is,  they  dealt  with  infestations 
in  dwelling  houses,  business  premises,  agricultural  land  and  refuse 
tips.  The  Highways  Department  dealt  with  the  treatment  of 
sewers.  It  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  review  to  investi- 
gate 76  complaints  of  rat  and  mice  infestation  and  in  a few 
cases  extensive  work  had  to  be  carried  out  before  satisfactory 
clearance  was  obtained.  The  work  is  carried  out  free  of  charge 
in  dwelling  houses,  but  when  it  is  necessary  to  treat  business 
premises  or  agricultural  land  a charge  is  made.  A large  propor- 
tion of  the  cost  of  the  work  is  recovered  by  Government  grant 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  but  ex- 
penditure on  this  very  necessary  service  is  not  excessive  as  there 
has  not  been  sufficient  work  to  justify  the  employment  of  a full- 
time rodent  operator.  1 he  Council’s  own  property,  refuse  tips, 
etc.,  were  periodically  surveyed  and  any  necessary  treatment 
carried  out,  the  cost  of  this  work  being  met  by  the  local  authority. 
As  might  be  expected,  having  regard  to  the  amount  of  systematic 
control  work  carried  out  in  recent  years  serious  infestation  was 
not  prevalent  but  one  cannot  generalise  so  far  as  rodents  are 
concerned  and  occasionally  one  finds  infestation  occurring  under 
unusual  circumstances  even  at  seasons  of  the  year  when  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  vermin  would  be  lodging  in  buildings. 

The  poison  most  generally  used  was  zinc  phosphide,  but 
red  squills  and  arsenic  were  also  used  when  circumstances 
(generally  in  connection  with  bait  prejudice)  demanded,  but  red 
squills,  although  not  so  consistent  in  action,  was  found  quite 
effective,  and  was  used  where  livestock  were  likely  to  have  access 
to  the  poison  bait,  as  should  this  poison  be  accidentally  taken 
by  domestic  animals  no  harmful  lasting  effect  should  result,  and, 
despite  its  reputation  some  striking  results  have  been  obtained 
with  red  squills.  During  the  year,  however,  the  various  propriet- 
ary poisons  based  on  Warfarin  came  into  use  and  the  other 
poisons,  except  in  unusual  circumstances,  have  been  more  or  less 
discontinued  as  particularly  where  mice  are  concerned  they  readily 
take  the  Warfarin  preparation  whereas  they  were  very  shy  with 
other  poisons  and  it  was  frequently  necessary  to  resort  to  trapping, 
very  good  results  have  been  obtained  with  sticky  traps  for  this 
purpose.  Particularly  on  the  refuse  tips  gassing  with  cymag 

gas  is  also  carried  out  where  the  site  and  weather  conditions  make 
it  possible.  Despite  the  dangerous  nature  of  some  of  the  poisons 
handled  no  mishaps  occurred. 


The  Council  is  covered  by  insurance  against  any  claim  for 
accidents  in  connection  with  rodent  control  work  and  the  Com- 
pany concerned  very  thoroughly  investigated  the  methods  used 
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before  undertaking  the  risk.  This  policy  has  now  been  in 
existence  for  some  years  but  it  has  not  yet  been  necessary  to  meet 
any  claim. 

Colliery  Spoil  Heaps 

There  are  three  active  pit  heaps  in  the  Urban  area  situated 
at  Eppleton  Colliery,  Elemore  Colliery  and  Nicholsons  Pit,  East 
Rainton.  Considerable  time  was  devoted  during  the  year  to  the 
inspection  of  these  and  the  department  is  much  indebted  to  Mr. 
C.  Bride,  Alkali  Inspector  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  who  also  made  periodical  inspections  of  the  heaps 
in  company  with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  ready 
assistance  and  useful  technical  advice  which  he  has  at  all  times 
given.  The  year  under  review  saw  the  fruition  of  the  protracted 
negotiations  which  had  taken  place  between  the  Council  and  the 
National  Coal  Board  regarding  the  heap  at  Eppleton  Colliery. 
Fire  at  this  heap  had  been  kept  reasonably  under  control  by  the 
application  of  water,  but  tipping  had  proceeded  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  heap  was  encroaching  on  dwelling  houses  and  large  debris 
were  falling  on  the  adjacent  highway.  This  heap  has  now  been 
discontinued,  a new  heap  being  formed  on  land  to  the  south, 
the  waste  being  spread  in  shallow  layers  insulated  with  soil,  thus 
making  control  of  fire  a reasonably  simple  operation.  The  waste 
is  conveyed  from  the  pit  head  by  overhead  gear  and  this  permits 
the  tipping  area  to  be  evenly  covered. 

The  condition  of  the  heap  at  Elemore  Colliery  has  con- 
siderably improved,  the  National  Coal  Board  having  installed 
efficient  spraying  plant  and  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  but  a 
nuisance  arises  from  time  to  time  when  the  necessary  precautions 
regarding  spraying,  etc.,  have  been  neglected.  There  is  also  a dry 
cleaner  at  this  colliery  which  gives  rise  to  complaints  of  dust 
nuisance  from  time  to  time. 


The  heap  at  Nicholsons  Pit  was  originally  formed  in  con- 
nection with  the  by-product  wrorks  which  was  established  on  this 
site  during  the  war  but  is  now  used  entirely  for  colliery  refuse 
brought  from  outside  the  district,  the  nature  of  this  refuse  mak- 
ing it  very  susceptible  to  combustion.  Adequate  spraying 
apparatus  has  been  installed  here  and  there  is  a good  supply  of 
water  but  some  trouble  is  occasionally  experienced  by  the  genera- 
tion of  fumes,  this  has  been,  unfortunately,  one  of  the  draw  backs 
of  using  water  to  control  fire,  but  with  a conical  heap  of  this  type 
the  application  of  water  seems  to  be  the  only  effective  method  of 
control. 

Throughout  the  year  observations  of  atmospheric  conditions 
were  carried  out  by  the  department,  the  apparatus  being  installed 
on  a site  at  Eppleton  Reservoir,  this  being  selected  owing  to  its 
situation  on  high  ground  in  the  north-eastern  comer  of  the  area, 
and  therefore,  subject  to  the  prevailing  winds.  Furthermore,  its 
remote  position  also  gives  rise  to  less  risk  of  wilful  damage  to  the 
apparatus.  The  results  for  the  year  under  review  are  given  below, 
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the  rainfall  also  being  shown  and  whilst  they  are  not  easily  under- 
stood without  comparative  data  it  must  unfortunately  be  said 
that  from  comparisons  made  from  the  bulletins  which  are  for- 
warded monthly  by  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research,  atmospheric  conditions  are  far  from  being  satisfactory, 
they  do  in  fact  compare  unfavourably  with  results  obtained  in 
many  of  the  large  industrial  towns. 


Month 

Rainfall 

Inches 

Insoluble 

Deposits 

Soluble 

Deposit 

Total 

Solids 

S03  mg/day/ 

100  cm  Batch  A 
Lead  Peroxide 

January 

...  1.56 

19.02 

8.11 

27.13 

2.63 

February 

...  0.42 

13.82 

2.06 

15.88 

2.90 

March 

...  1.25 

14.22 

6.32 

20.54 

2.57 

April 

...  1.30 

14.15 

6.76 

20.91 

2.60 

May  . . . 

...  1.67 

21.08 

8.85 

29.93 

2.55 

j une  . . . 

...  1.04 

13.61 

5.95 

19.56 

2.57 

July  ... 

...  0.94 

18.44 

4.63 

23.07 

2.51 

August  (no 

figures  available) 

... 

• ... 

..  2.55 

September 

...  5.22 

16.45 

25.67 

42.12 

2.75 

October 

...  2.66 

12.03 

13.44 

25.47 

2.46 

November 

...  3.6 

20.64 

19.59 

40.23 

2.62 

December 

...  2.66 

14.42 

14.46 

28.88 

2.57 

TDTAT 

...  22.32 

177.88 

115.84 

293.72 

31.28 

AVERAGE  2.03 

16.17 

10.53 

26.71 

2.60 

Care  of  the  Aged 

The  welfare  of  the  aged  people  of  the  area  is  supervised  by 
the  Hetton  Urban  District  Council  Old  People’s  Welfare  Com- 
mittee, the  Council  having  five  representatives  on  the  Committee, 
and  five  Ward  Committees,  all  of  whom  also  have  representa- 
tives on  the  Committee,  are  carrying  out  the  work  in  their 
respective  districts.  They  have  done  excellent  work  in  raising 
funds,  visiting  and  providing  entertainment  for  the  old  people. 
■The  Committee  is  financially  entirely  self-supporting, 
funds  being  raised  by  donations,  collections  and  the  organising 
of  dances,  whist  drives,  etc.,  and  it  is  surprising  how  much  money 
is  raised  in  this  way  and  put  to  good  use.  Attendance  at  the 
functions  organised  has  steadily  increased  and  the  old  people  have 
formed  their  own  clubs  which  are  now  self-supporting  and 
operated  by  the  members  themselves.  Despite  the  fact  that  there 
are  quite  a number  of  old  people  who  do  not  appreciate  club 
activities  there  has  from  time  to  time  for  short  periods  been 
waiting  lists  for  membership  of  the  clubs,  the  applicants  being 
taken  in  as  soon  as  possible,  but  although  the  more  spectacular 
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portion  of  the  Committee’s  work  is  devoted  to  the  entertainment 
and  recreation  of  the  old  people,  nevertheless  the  fact  that  their 
function  is  the  welfare  of  the  aged  is  not  overlooked,  and  the  old 
people  who  by  inclination  or  infirmity  do  not  enjoy  the  activities 
of  the  clubs  are  regularly  visited  and  helped  in  any  way  found 
necessary,  in  fact,  when  seasonal  celebrations  take  place  those  who 
are  unable  to  attend  and  miss  the  gifts  or  entertainment  which 
is  given  have  these  taken  out  to  them. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  1,519  old  people  were  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Committee,  with  some  130  helpers  to  assist. 
Membership  fluctuates  to  some  extent  but  it  has  been  possible 
for  each  Ward  Committee  to  obtain  complete  registers  and  there 
is  little  possibility  of  some  lonely  old  person  being  overlooked. 
The  enthusiasm  and  gratitude  of  the  old  people  and  the  willing- 
ness of  the  helpers  who  give  their  free  time  to  the  cause,  is 
infectious  and  gratifying  and  no  doubt  the  reason  why  the  work 
proves  so  attractive,  there  being  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  volunt- 
ary help  whenever  this  is  necessary,  in  fact,  the  project  has 
captured  the  public  interest  to  such  an  extent  that  fresh  support 
is  continually  being  attracted  and  donations  from  unexpected 
sources  are  quite  frequent. 


The  Council,  at  the  inception  of  the  scheme  some  three 
years  ago  kindly  made  a contribution  towards  the  Central  Fund, 
but  this  is  virtually  untouched  and  the  fund  always  has  a good 
working  balance  in  hand,  apart  from  postages  and  stationery, 
no  charge  has  been  made  upon  it.  The  Council  were  good  enough 
to  donate  a trophy,  which  is  circulating  amongst  the  clubs,  in 
connection  with  the  Indoor  Games  Tournaments  which  are 
organised. 


The  Committee  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  two  local 
chiropodists  who,  when  approached  regarding  foot  treatment  of 
old  people,  immediately  volunteered  to  carry  out  the  scheme  at 
a.  very  nominal  charge,  in  fact,  any  old  person  requiring  foot 
treatment  and  unable  to  meet  the  very  small  fee  charged  for  this 
can  be  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Committee.  Furthermore, 
where  the  patient  is  unable  to  come  to  the  surgery  for  treatment 
the  chiropodist  visits  at  home. 


As  previously  stated  the  Committee  is  financially  in  a very 
good  position,  but  nevertheless,  were  sufficient  funds  available  it 
would  be  possible  to  overcome  the  greatest  handicap  to  satisfactory 
operation,  that  is,  the  provision  of  permanent  and  satisfactory 
premises  for  each  club.  Whilst  some  of  the  Wards  are  fortunate 
in  having  halls  available  for  frequent  use  at  nominal  charges, 
others  have  difficulty  in  arranging  accommodation  and  if  this 
could  be  overcome  by  the  provision  of  a permanent  building  it 
would  be  a great  step  forward.  On  the  present  basis  funds  available 
are  more  than  adequate  to  cover  the  maintenance  cost  of  build- 
ings but  having  regard  to  prevalent  high  building  costs,  the  capital 
expenditure  involved  is  far  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Committee. 
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The  institution  of  a “meals  on  wheels”  scheme  to  carry 
out  food  to  the  old  people,  thus  ensuring  that  they  get  at  least 
one  substantial  meal  each  day  would  also  be  a great  boon  but  this 
is  at  present  beyond  the  capabilties  of  the  organisation.  Whilst 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  put  into  effect  any  organised  night 
sitting  scheme  yet  nevertheless  helpers  are  generally  available  to 
sit  with  infirm  old  people  when  circumstances  make  this  necessary. 
The  district  is  small  and  highly  organised  activities  of  this  nature 
are  impossible  to  develop  to  the  extent  that  metropolitan  areas 
are  capable,  but  nevertheless  its  smallness  is  a great  asset  in  as 
much  as  a spirit  of  good  neighbourliness  is  prevalent  and  it  is 
extremely  unlikely  that  any  aged  or  infirm  person  has  to  exist 

without  a visit  to  helo  and  comfort  them. 
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